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EC NOTES 
Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

ARRL ECðFranklin County 

Itôs been a few months since my last 
notes were been published.  We have 
had a busy end of summer and fall sea-
son with Pelotonia, Marathon, Airport 
Exercise, and of course OSU Football.  
A big thank-you to all who have helped 
with these events, and the others, that 
we have done. 
  
Donôt forget to notify me if there are any 
changes in your personal information 
(email address, phone numbers, and 
such).  It is important that we keep our 
membership database as current as 
possible.  
 
Be sure to check the events schedule to 
see what we have left for the rest of the 
year.  Some new events have recently 
been added. 
 
Please plan ahead, our annual Holiday 
party will be held Saturday December 
12

th
 at Plankôs Caf® (743 Parsons Ave) 

starting at 6:00 P.M.  This is always a 
fun evening and we hope to see every-
one there. 
 
With the holding of our Holiday party 
and the holiday season being upon us, 
there will be no December in person 
meeting.  Our next in person meeting is 
Wednesday January 18, 2012 at Frank-
lin County Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security.  This will be our 
annual awards meeting.  Hope to see 
you there. 
 
73, 
Kal ï KA8RLC 
 
 
 

 

Classes for the Technician level will be 
held in January 2012.  Date and location 
are to be determined. If interested please 
contact Gretchen Herr, KD8GUL.   
 
Students should come prepared to class 
with the  *Technician Class,  By Gordon 
West  Element 2 study guide for the Tech-
nician level exam.  This will be the book 
used in class.  About $20 (your cost) 
Please read the book in advance so that 
we can cover the more difficult concepts 
thoroughly. We'll break for lunch on 
your own.   
 
Books may be purchased at Universal 
Radio which is located at 6830 Americana 
Pkwy., Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068 off of 
Tussing Rd.  Their web site 
is:  www.universal-radio.com  They have 
the books in stock and on their web-
site.   Not all bookstores carry this book.  
 http://www.kb0mga.net/exams/ This is a 
web site that has practice questions.  You 
do not need to log in to practice.  Start at 
the Technician level first.   
   
For more information about becoming a 
HAM Operator contact  
 
Gretchen Herr, KD8GUL 
614-323-9854 or  gmh.herr5@gmail.com 

HAM RADIO 
TECHNICIAN 

LEVEL CLASS 

DONôT FORGET 
 

Christmas Party at Planks 
December 10th! 

https://webmail.nationwidechildrens.org/exchweb/bin/,DanaInfo=.aoxcCgtr1uk43ouw0t8w6AU91F,SSL+redir.asp?URL=http://www.universal-radio.com
https://webmail.nationwidechildrens.org/exchweb/bin/,DanaInfo=.aoxcCgtr1uk43ouw0t8w6AU91F,SSL+redir.asp?URL=http://www.kb0mga.net/exams/
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Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC  

973 Venetian Way 
Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

614-855-2607 
ka8rlc@columbus.rr.com 

Assistant Emergency Coordinators 
 

Events Manager: Josh Stevens, KB8YQS 
614-571-9393 e-mail: kb8yqs@gmail.com 
 

Net  Manager: Kevin OôHarra, KD8IIB 

614-871-2000 e-mail:  kd8IIB@columbus.rr.com 
 
Training Manager: Gretchen Herr, KD8GUL  
614-323-9854 e-mail: gmherr@earthlink.net 
 
Financial Manager: Brent Sheffer, KC8UMV 
614-818-9324 e-mail: ñcallsignò@insight.rr.com 
 

Engineering Manager: Troy Bryant, W4TLB 
614-855-4887 email: tbryant@riverradio.com 
 
Public Information Officer: Brent Sheffer, KC8UMV 
614-818-9324 e-mail: ñcallsignò@insight.rr.com 
 
Membership Manager: Hugh Czerwonky, K8UB 

614ï890-7000 email: HughOhio@aol.com 
 
Hospital Antenna & Radio Testing Coordinator: 
Andy Elliott, K8LE  614-864-2922 e-mail: 
aelliott7@sbcglobal.net 
 
Bulletin Editor:  Josh Scott, KD8OLR 
614-330-5189 email: KD8OLR@gmail.com 

The COARES Bulletin 
Official Journal of the Central Ohio Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service, published monthly at Columbus, 
Ohio. 
 
Permission is granted for reproduction provided 
credit is given to the original author of the article. 
Please give credit to the individual who takes the 
time to write the article. 
 
When quoting or reprinting please give source credit. 
 
COARES retains the right to refuse or edit any article 
for any reason without prior notice. 
 
 

Copyright 2011 Central Ohio ARES 
 

Publishing Schedule 
The Bulletin is published the second week of each 
month.  All items for the bulletin must be submitted 
by the end of the first week of each month.  
 

 
 

Repeaters 
Primary: K8DDG/R 

147.060 +.600 
444.800 +5.00 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 
 

Secondary: AA8EY/R 
147.090 +.600 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 
 

UHF: WB8INY/R 
444.275 +5.00 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 

Calling Tree Leaders - January to December   
  
Group 1A - Bruce Goll, KB8TRI   (793-0164)    
Group 1B - Wayne Walls, KA8CEJ  (431-9352)    
Group 2A - Homer Workman Sr.KD8LUY(563-6054)    
Group 2B - Jim Sage, WB8TWM   (864-5011)    
Group 3A - Jim Clark,  KC8TJX  (855-1170)    
Group 3B - Josh Gould , KC8EQA  (326-9839)    
Group 4A - Kevin O'Harra, KD8IIB  (871-2000)    
Group 4B - Jerry Finnegan, KC5WLA (507-2788)      
   
Alternates:  
   
Mark Griggs, KB8YMN   (272-8266)    
Chris Stevens, KC8PFD  (327-6514)    
Doug Bell, N8HSU   (937-323-2192)    

Mike Fidler, KD8DYK  (561-4137)    
William Biggs, KC8PDR   (338-8837)    
Gayle Adams, KD8KWG   (326-1069)    

Ohio Section Update 
Frank Piper, KI8GW 

Ohio Section Manager 

It made me sit and think of all the hobbies I 
have had in my life, from model building to 
computers to Amateur Radio. My model 
building days are over, my computer hobby 
turned in my career (try to avoid that one if 
you can), which leaves Amateur Radio as 
my main pastime. 
 
I love this hobby. Itôs the only hobby where I 
still learn something each and every time I 
operate, build skills that can help my com-
munity, and make new friends wherever I 
tune and operate. I have made many friends 
around the world, and many, many friends in 
the Ohio Section. 
 
Where, at one time I would come home from 
Hamfests with purchases for the shack, I 
now come home with a hand tired from 
handshakes, and lots of stories from each of 
you that I get to speak with. I think I come 
home with more valuable items now than 
ever before. 
 
These past two weeks we witnessed the 
passing of the "Thomas Edison" of our time, 
and that is Steve Jobs from Apple. This is a 
man who I never met, but feel like I have lost 
a friend. This man influenced technology so 
much in the past 40 years, that some wonder 
how we will continue to grow after his pass-

ing. While Steve never built the iPod, iPhone, 
or iPad himself, he instilled a vision to those 
around him to think different, be different, and 
to try things that may fail, and if they do, then 
just go off another direction to find the next 
success. 
 
We all need to follow this model of thinking. 
 
  
 
Until next monthé. 
 
73, Frank KI8GW 
 
Ohio Section Manager  
HAVE YOU GOT THE POWER FOR EM-
COMM? 
In a major disaster the power will fail. In turn 
the communications infrastructure will crash. 
There will be not am/fm radio, television or cell 
phone use. Only people with radios which are 
capable of or are running on emergency power 
will be able to communicate. As an emergency 
communication (Emcomm) amateur radio 
operator, you need to have at least two 
sources of emergency power. Three sources 
are even better. 
  
Whichever emergency power sources you 

(Continued on page 9) 

 Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
John W. Sovik, KB8WPZ 

1925 Countryside Dr. 
Youngstown, OH 44515 

kb8wpz@arrl.net 

District Emergency Coordinator 
Scott Hixon, KC8ITN 

22581 E. Ringgold S Rd. 
Stoutsville, OH 43154 

kc8itn@arrl.net 

The ARES logo is a registered service mark of the 
American Radio Relay League, and is used with 
permission of the ARRL. ñAmateur Radio Emergen-
cy ServiceòÈ and ñARESòÈ are registered 
trademarks of the American Radio Relay League. 

Central Ohio Amateur Radio  
Emergency Services, Inc. 
is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit  

organization. 
Contributions are tax deductible. 

 

Nets & Meetings 
The COARES net meets Wednesday evenings at 
8:00pm local time on the 147.06+ repeater, except 
for the third Wednesday of each month which is 
reserved for our General Meeting, held at the office 
of Franklin County Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security. 

Ohio Section Notes for November, 2011 
 
In this issue: 
- Have you got the power for EM-COMM 
- State House Happenings   
- Life In the Center of Ohio 
     
From the Desk of the Section Manager 
Iôm sitting here in my office/shack, looking 
out the window of a bright and crisp fall 
Sunday. Downstairs Iôm hearing my Daugh-
ter, 
 
Hanna, practicing her Viola for 6th grade 
Orchestra. To many the sounds of a string 
instrument being played by a beginning 
student might make the hair on oneôs neck 
stand, make the family cat run for cover, 
and the neighbors wondering who is being 
tortured in the lower part of my house. To 
Me and Jackie, itôs the sound of a young girl 
who has found a new love of a hobby that 
will follower all through her life, is she so 
chooses it to be. 
 

If you are reading a paper copy in 
black & white, you are welcome to 
view a color version of the Bulletin 
on our website at:   www.coares.org 

Ohio Section Website: 
http://www.arrlohio.org 

COARES Organization HQ &  
Radio Room is located at: 

WCVO 104.9 The River 
88 E. Johnstown Rd. 
Gahanna, OH 43230 

http://www.arrlohio.org
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Net Day Time (local) Frequency 

Central Ohio Traffic Net Daily 7:15 pm 147.240 (+) 

Delaware County Net Monday 8:00 pm 145.170 (-) 

Lancaster / Fairfield County ARC Net Monday 9:00 pm 147.030 (+) 

Central Ohio Severe Weather Net Tuesday (Mar ~ Oct) 7:30 pm 146.760 (-) (123.0 PL) 

Madison County ñGet Togetherò Net Tuesday 8:00 pm 147.285 (+) 

Newark ARA Net Tuesday 9:00 pm 146.880 (-) 

Central Ohio ARES Wednesday 8:00 pm 147.060 (+) (94.8 PL) 

Hocking Valley ARC Net Wednesday 9:00 pm 147.345 (+) 

Southwest Columbus Ham Radio Club Net   
(Echolink connected)  

Thursday 8:00 pm 145.23 (-) 

Amateur Radio Club at Ohio State University Sunday 8:00 pm 442.6(+) (114.8PL) 

CRES ARC Sunday Night Net Sunday 9ð10 pm 146.67(-) (131.8 PL) 

Next Meeting 
 

7:30 pm,  Wednesday,  
January 18, 2011 

 
Franklin County Emergency  

Management and Homeland Security 
 

5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd 
Columbus, OH 43230 

Our Mission: To provide emergency communications to central Ohio public 
safety, emergency, health, government and relief agencies in times of  

disaster. To keep our skills sharp, we provide communication support for 
many public service events. 

Always check the COARES primary repeater (147.060 MHz) whenever a situation arises that 
might result in an emergency activation of COARES.  This includes, but is not limited to, tor-

nado, flood, blizzard, hazardous materials spill, terrorist attack, fire, search and rescue 
(missing person),  aircraft/mass casualty, setting up emergency shelters, or declared state of 

emergency. 

When All Else Fails   -  Amateur Radio Works!  

Donôt forget to renew your membership in Kroger Community Rewards!  Just 
visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com and click on ñColumbusò and 
ñEnrollò.  The code for COARES is ñ84947ò.  You must re-enroll each year. 

Please remember to notify our One Call Now Administrator (KD8IIB - Kevin O'Harra) of any chang-
es in your phone numbers or email addresses that would affect how you are notified in the event of 

an emergency callout. Also, any new members that would like to be included in an emergency 
callout, please contact Kevin with your info. Please see the April 2011 bulletin for an article ex-

plaining the system more fully.  
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33RD ANNUAL COLUMBUS CROP 
HUNGER WALK 2011 

Wayne Walls KA8CEJ Event Coordinator  

The 33rd. Annual Crop Walk was held Sunday Oct. 9th. in downtown Colum-
bus, Ohio.  The purpose of the walk is to provide financial  assistance to 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE to help eradicate hunger and poverty both locally 
and internationally, assist during disasters wherever they may occur, and to 
help incoming refugees  settle into the local communities. Many churches and 
individuals help this wonderful organization by donations or collecting pledges 
of support for the group, then walking the course to honor those pledges. With 
weather conditions perfect for the walk, everyone was glad to see the wonder-

ful sights and to help a wonderful organization. 
 
Regional Director Matthew Stevens and Assistant Director Nick Kiger spent many weeks work-
ing on a beautiful course starting at the Center of Science and Industry Building for both a one 
mile walk and a four mile walk that show-cased the new downtown Scioto Mile, Civic Center 
Drive, and Bicentennial Park. The one mile walkers then crossed the new Main Street Bridge for 
their return to the starting point. The people walking the four mile course walked with their 
friends along the same route through Bicentennial Park, but they were then directed down the 
Columbus Bikeway to the new Audubon Park,  across a footbridge spanning a small reclamation 
marshland area complete with a small pond, then on to the combination water stop and self-
directed tour of the wonderful Audubon Park Building on Whittier Street, before returning up the 
bikeway to cross the Main Street Bridge to the finish at the C.O.S.I. building. 
 
Almost 700 walkers raised over $5,000 dollars to help the needy people of our community and 
those around the world, and the people of the Central Ohio Amateur Radio Emergency Services 
were glad to provide our assistance to help ensure the safety and welfare of the people walking 
the event, and to assist in any way needed to make the event a success. 
 
We did have a little excitement when, for some unknown reason, the 147.06 event repeater 
ceased to operate Saturday afternoon. We had the 147.09 repeater as a first backup repeater; a 
quick offer from the W8LT (442.600) OSU repeater group had another backup repeater; and a 
call to John Montgomery N8PVC had yet another backup (145.43) repeater if needed. Fortu-
nately, the 147.06 repeater was brought back on line one hour before the Crop Walk began, but 
I want to thank the trustees of the backup repeaters for their prompt offer to use their machines 
had they been needed. 
 
During the event, I noticed many of the walkers carrying an unopened gallon jug of water with 
them, and it wasn't until almost the end of the walk that I found the reason for this unusual oc-
currence. In many places around the world, people must walk over eleven miles to get a gallon 
of water to use for drinking, cooking, bathing, and other uses.  This was a symbolic gesture to 
show the conditions some people are forced to live under just to survive.  It was a fitting remind-
er that some people live under daily conditions we here in America could not begin to imagine.  
The CROP HUNGERWALK is just one of the ways we help those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
Special thanks to:  Gail KD8KWG, Homer KD8LUY, Hugh K8UB, Jim KC8TJX, Marci KC8VW, 
Jim KD8HVX, Josh KD8OLR, Kevin KD8IIB, Kasey KD8KSJ, Mike KD8DYK, Ed N8UTI, Wally 
W8IYE, Brent KC8UMV, for donating their time to help with this event.  
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PELOTONIA 
Matthew Rausenberg, KD8OEG 

Event Coordinator 

 
On August 20th and 21st COARES and Athens County ARA provide communications 
for the 3rd annual Pelotonia Bike Tour Running from Columbus to Athens then back to 
Canal Winchester. The event ran very smooth. Pelotonia 11 raised $13,108,639 100% 
of which goes cancer research at Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
Thanks to the Athens County Operators: KC8WMY, KD8MZA, KC8OVB, KC8PNE, 
KG6DI, KD8FRQ, W8MHV, KC8JRV, N8XWO, KB8AYZ, KC8RYL, KD8PUJ, KC8LFF, 
WD8RIF, and Especially N8SUZ for organizing his operators and running the Athens/
Logan Net. Thanks the Central Ohio Operators KD8KSI, WB8TIA, KD8LUY, N8SCU, 
KD8EEK, AA8JY, KD8HVX, KD8LLM, N8VJF, KD8OZF, N8PVC, KC8TJX, K8LE, 
KC8UMV, N8UTI, and KB8CMW. Thanks to the SAG Install Ops KD8OLR, K8UB, 
KD8KCG, N8ADO, KD8ION, KD8KWG, N8PHL, 
KD8GFX, KJ4TSO, KC5WLA, N8VJF, KD8OAE, and 
KD8PHG. Special Thanks to Kal, KA8RLC and Kevin, 
KD8IIB for Running the Columbus Net; Stan Broad-
way, N8BHL, from Delaware County for bring down 
the ñCanned Hamò Comm Trailer for Sunday and was 
a great help communicating Severe Weather on Sun-
day; and also Doug Dever (AB8M ï VP/
Communications Officer Northeast Ohio Medical Re-
sponse Corps)  and Eddie Stevens (KD8FTS ïOhio 
ARES District 10 Assistant District  Emergency Coor-
dinator)  for  coming down from Cleveland to assist 
and check out our group and the event.  I could not 
have asked for a better group of operators. Thank you 
all for making this anther successful event. 



Central Ohio Amateur Radio Emergency Service Page 6 

 
 

 
At the request of COTS (Central Ohio Trauma Systems) we were requested to help with 
a ñfunctionalò exercise on Nov. 3

rd
.  Operators were present at Mt. Carmel West (Andy, 

K8LE and Kenny, KC8VWP), Licking Memorial (Weldon, K8NQ), and COTS (Homer, 
KD8LUY and Kal, KA8RLC).  There were issues with Licking Memorial being able to 
make the 147.06 repeater that we believe to be an antenna issue there.  Weldon will be 
working with the hospital officials to get it corrected.  At MCW, they again wanted opera-
tors in the ED and the Operations Center.  Remembering issues that we had there in the 
past, Andy took his ñroll-up J-Poleò (A how to is available in this article on page 7) and 
was better able to maintain communications.  As always, COTS and the hospitals were 
pleased with our help. 

COTS exercise 
Kal 

KA8RLC 

  

Why The FEMA Courses? 
 
For many years, Amateur Radio has longed to be taken seriously by governmental au-
thorities as a professional-quality resource in disaster response. Although there are are-
as of the country where achieving and maintaining emergency management agencies' 
respect is still a struggle, Amateur Radio's service during 9/11 and the major hurricane 
disasters has brought us a new level of respect and new opportunities at the national 
level. 
Being taken seriously as a resource comes with a price, however, that must be paid by 
individual volunteers, not in dollars but in precious personal time. When the federal gov-
ernment instituted the National Incident Management System (NIMS), it imposed a set of 
requirements on state and local emergency management agencies and their personnel. 
Affected personnel include not only paid employees of emergency management and 
related agencies but also volunteers such as those in volunteer fire companies, ARES, 
and RACES. If the emergency management agencies are to continue receiving federal 
funds, personnel must complete a number of FEMA training courses having to do with 
the Incident Command System (ICS) and NIMS. Individuals who do not complete the 
training will not be allowed to participate, even as volunteers. 
These FEMA courses are free of charge, available on line or sometimes in person at 
emergency management offices, and not particularly difficult. The courses are useful in 
familiarizing volunteers with the principles of the Incident Command System and show-
ing where communications fits into the ICS structure. These formal requirements are 
here to stay and more may follow. At the national level, Amateur Radio has earned the 
respect we always wanted, bringing us closer to the emergency management establish-
ment. - excerpted from the ARRL National Emergency Response Planning Committee 
Report (2007) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Roll-Up J-Pole 
Andy Elliott 

K8LE 

A recent hospital drill revealed a problem!  The hospital had a 2 Meter/70 Cm antenna drop near the 
Emergency Room, as is the case for most Franklin County hospitals.  But in order to conduct the drill, 
the hospital needed to have ham radio communications from their emergency operations center, which 
was located on a different floor and at the other end of the building.  It became apparent that a ham 
would have to be stationed in the operations center, and that he or she would need to communicate 
from there.  An HT with a rubber duck antenna located indoors, is not going to provide reliable communi-
cations with a repeater, especially if you are in an interior room or facing away from the repeater. 
This is a ñreal worldò situation that can compromise our communications plans.  Here is a similar situa-
tion that could occur:  you try to operate from a hospital and find that the rooftop antenna has become 
damaged or is otherwise unusable. 
In such situations, a ñroll-upò J-Pole antenna can be a real life-saver!  These antennas can be taped on-
to a window, or suspended with a string from above a window, to provide a very effective antenna which 
can provide about 3 db of gain.  It will dramatically out-perform your rubber duck antenna. 
A roll-up J-Pole makes a great addition to your Go Kit.  When rolled up, itôs a compact antenna.  In many 
emergency situations, the J-pole can make the difference between communications and noise.  It can 
even be hoisted into a tree with a length of twine to provide reliable communications from a remote loca-
tion. 
 
The J-Pole is an end-fed, halfwave vertical antenna with a quarter wave matching section to allow feed-
ing with 50 ohm coax cable.  It provides low angle radiation, and it is not dependent on a ground or radi-
als for proper performance.  It can be mounted just about anywhere and still work. It can be easily made 
from 300 ohm TV twin-lead, the cost is minimal, and it can be made in less than one half hour.  What 
more could you ask for? 
Why not build one and put it in your Go Kit, and be really prepared for the next emergency?  And donôt 
forget to try it out first by checking into a Wednesday night net with it.  Be sure and let the net control 
operator know you are using a homemade, roll-up J-Pole! 
I strongly recommend that all the hams involved with hospital communications equip themselves with 
one of these handy antennas in order to overcome problems like those described above! 
The J-Pole antenna described here is from the Lancaster (NY) Amateur Radio Club website 
(larc.hamgate.net/J_Pole_2_meters.htm).  The design has also appeared in many newsletters and 
books. The dimensions are for a frequency of 147 MHz. 

 
1. Cut a piece of standard 300 ohm twin lead to about 60ò long (see step 10). 
2. At one end strip off İò of insulation from both conductors. 
3. Twist the ends together and solder them.  Insulate with tape. This will be the bottom of the antenna.  

The following measurements are from the soldered end: 
4. Cut a ıò notch in one conductor  16 7/8ò from the soldered end.  Do not remove the rest of the con-

ductor. 
5. At 1 İò from the shorted end, remove enough insulation from both conductors to connect the coax 

feed line 
6. Connect  the coax shield to the 16 7/8ò side. 
7. Connect the coax center conductor to the long side. 
8. For support and protection, put a piece of heat shrink or plastic tape over each of the solder connec-

tions. 
(Continued on page 8) 
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9. Punch a small 1/8ò hole in the insulation at the open end to hang the J-Pole.  A small 
string, monofilament fishing line, or tie-wrap works well to pin the J-Pole to a curtain.   

10. Tuning: if you use the exact dimensions shown below the antenna will be resonant in the 
2 meter band.  If you have an SWR meter, you can make the length a little longer than 60ò 
and then prune the open end a little if necessary to improve the match.  

   

The design can sometimes lead to rf coupling onto the feedline.  If you experience coupling, 
put ferrite beads (type 43 material) on the coax at the feedpoint, or simply use 3-5 turns of 
coax (2 to 5ò diameter) taped together at the feedpoint to create a suitable rf choke. 

(Continued from page 7) 

  
Nick Pittner, K8NAP 
State Government Liaison, Ohio Section 
 
LIFE IN THE CENTER OF OHIO 
Hi All,  
  
Well this is not the center of the universe but, it is the center of the Ohio Section. Since my last report I have attended 
the Great Lakes Convention, spent a day with E. Mike McCardel KC8YLD at Universal Radio in Reynoldsburg, and 
personally I am trying to get the antenna farm ready for winter, winter Yuk. 
  
Itôs been several years since I last attended the Finlay Hamfest. Admittedly I spent most of the day in the ARRL build-
ing but, I did manage to browse both the exhibit buildings and the flea market. I was impressed with the number of 
vendors in both venues. I was surprised at the number of folks attending the forums especially the ARRL and ARES / 
NTS forums, the latter was standing room only, I know. I am looking forward to next year. 
  
My next adventure was attending a daylong seminar for new hams sponsored by the Central Ohio LAUREL Volunteer 
Examiner Team (COLVET), organized by Bill Neill (NE1LL), and hosted by Universal Radio in Reynoldsburg Ohio. I 
was the first presenter discussing the history of amateur radio and the forming of the ARRL followed by E. Mike 
McCardel, KC8YLD, Ohio Section Affiliated Club Coordinator, who discussed the advantages and benefits of joining a 
club. Many others topics were presented covering virtually every aspect of the hobby including but not limited to buy-
ing your first rig, ARES, APRS, Traffic Handling, Satellites, Packet, and more. This was a great opportunity for new 
hams to have questions answered.  
 I would be amiss if I did not thank Universal for providing such a great facility and for providing everyone with lunch. 
Sometimes locals donôt realize or appreciate what they have in the Columbus area by having "the candy store" near-
by.  
 Well, I am warm and dry inside the shack as I peck away at the keyboard however, outside it is cool and damp al-
most time for antenna work so until the next time  
  
73 from the center.  
Fritz Tender,WD8E 
Assistant Section Manager- Central Ohio 

 
Edited due to space constraints   -  Josh. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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pick, you need to know the limitations and problems of those sources. For some hams, their emergency plan is that they will re-
spond to the call from the amateur radio emergency communication organization. They intend on letting the organization worry 
about emergency power. What if there is an emergency and no call received or no call up? Some hams emergency plan is limited 
to only the battery power left in the existing charge of their handheld transceiver. Their ability to respond is very limited and their 
hours of operating will be even more limited. It is not that hard to have a back-up battery plan for you HT. 
  
It does not necessarily have to be a duplicate of the HT battery. Most larger hamfest have good used batteries for a few bucks that 
will extend the use of you HT for emergency communication. Some hams have older handheld radios and are not in a financial 
position to afford something newer. Older radios may have more current drain. Also older handhelds ni-cad batteries fail. There 
are hams who have handhelds who bought extra ni-cad battery packs but over the years as those packs were rebuilt they reached 
their rebuilding limit, of one or two times and they may be down to one ni-cad pack for a twenty year old handheld that has been 
out of production for 15 years. 
  
Managing hams should in fact be aware of the fact some hams cannot afford to go out and spend several hundreds of dollars on 
new equipment. Some hams have an emergency power plan of using their and whatever car batteries they can get their hands on 
in an emergency. These hams are advised to have jumper cables made up before hand in case they drain their batteries. Some 
hams store charged car batteries as their battery backup. This can be dangerous for they out gas hydrogen gases which are very 
explosive. Car batteries must be kept in a well ventilated place. If hams live in a condominium or in rental housing they should 
confer with their CC&Rs or rental agreements. Most CC&Rs prohibit storing car batteries.  
  
Other hams have gone and bought their own generators. It is commendable that these hams have gone to this expense. When 
using a generator it must be kept in the open so carbon monoxide fumes may safely dissipate. Running a generator in an apart-
ment's balcony or courtyard is unsafe. Never run a gasoline generator inside a house, building or garage unless it is properly and 
professionally installed as the fumes are deadly. Never connect the generator to the house electrical system as this could cause 
damage when the electricity comes back on or it could back feed into the power grid and cause death or injury to an electric com-
pany employee fixing the power lines. 
  
The gas powered generator presents a gasoline storage problem. Again, hams in condos or rental may be prohibited from storing 
gasoline. There may even be municipal ordinances in some jurisdictions outlawing residents from storing gasoline. Gas is highly 
explosive. It is a bomb even in small quantities. Terrorists and criminals use small containers of gas to make Molotov cocktail 
bombs. Even leaving gasoline in the generator in between uses is a problem - a spark may cause a fire or explosion in some cas-
es. Now with the E10 and E15 gasoline the generator can be damaged if you leave gasoline with ethanol in the generator tank. 
There are propane gas generators that use the propane tanks like you use on you grill but these are hard to find and very expen-
sive. Some generators are specifically made to run on natural gas and can be professionally installed in a permanent location; 
some may even have automatic start system attached. 
Solar panels are a clean energy source. They offer low power output. The problem with solar power is it usefulness diminished 
when the sun is not out or it is an overcast day. Another disadvantage of solar power is you have to have storage (batteries) and a 
charging regulator. Solar panels are per watt an expensive solution.  
  
That is enough for now. Until next time find a local or state traffic net to check into and learn how to handle formal written traffic. 
 73 (and 88 if appropriate) 
David Maynard, WA3EZN 
Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
 
STATEHOUSE HAPPENINGS 
The Ohio Section has successfully obtained passage of two very similar pieces of amateur radio antenna legislation in the Ohio 
General Assembly. The House of Representatives, on June 9, 2011, passed H.B. 158 and forwarded that bill to the Ohio Senate. 
Last year, during a previous legislative session, the Ohio Senate passed amateur radio antenna legislation identical to a Bill pres-
ently pending in the Ohio Senate, S.B. 93. Each of these bills incorporates the federal (FCC PRB-1) prohibitions on unreasonable 
restriction of amateur antennas into Ohio law, and makes observance of those restrictions mandatory for municipal, county and 
township zoning authorities in Ohio. The differences between the two relate to the conditions that would permit a local zoning au-
thority to rebut the presumption that a tower height of seventy-five feet is reasonable and some minor language differences be-
tween the two bills. 
  
At the present time, both of these bills are pending before the Senate State and Local Government and Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee chaired by Sen. Kris Jordan. No hearings are presently scheduled before the Senate Committee and much of our effort has 
been directed at getting our legislation scheduled for hearing. We are now approaching the elections season, and there is very 
little scheduled legislative activity between now and the end of the year.   
  
You may recall that last December at our request many of you wrote letters and made calls to legislators seeking to obtain pas-
sage of our legislation before the end of the year, as that marked the end of the biennial legislative session and bills not passed 
simply went out of existence. Thatôs not the case this year. The end of 2011 will mark the end of the first year of the current ses-
sion, and our bills will remain active for the balance of 2012. However, we must continue the effort to obtain passage in the Ohio 
Senate as soon as possible and another letter writing campaign may well become necessary. 
  
The Ohio Section, under the leadership of Section Manager Frank Piper, has taken the lead in advancing this important work, and 
the progress we have made is due to the efforts that Frank, other Cabinet members and interested volunteers have made. Count-
less hours of committee hearings, preparation for and delivery of legislative testimony and calls and visits to individual legislators 
have consumed much of Frankôs time, and we are all grateful for his efforts. Those who would believe that amateur radio is held in 
low esteem should listen to the many complimentary remarks made by legislators who are very aware of the many contributions 
that radio amateurs make to the welfare of our state. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Recommended Courses 
ǅ ARRL Introduction to Emergency Communication-Course #: EC-001. This is a revision 
of the former Emergency Communications Basic/Level 1 course. This on-line course is 
designed to provide basic knowledge and tools for any emergency communications volunteer. 
Prerequisites: ICS-100 (IS-100.b) (Introduction to the Incident Command System); and IS -700 
(National Incident Management System). Also recommended, but not required, are: IS-250, 
Emergency Support Function 15 (ESF15), External Affairs; and IS-288, The Role of Voluntary 
Agencies in Emergency Management. The course covers: The Framework: How You Fit In; 
The Networks for Messages; Message Handling; What Happens When Called; Operations & 
Logistics; Safety & Survival; and What to Expect in Large Disasters. 
ǅ Red Cross or AHA combined course in Adult CPR/First Aid/AED Basics 
ǅ FEMA IS-100 (Introduction to Incident Command System) 
ǅ FEMA IS-700 (National Incident Management System) 

(Continued from page 6) 
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October 16
th
, saw the 32

nd
 running of the Nationwide Insur-

ance Columbus Marathon.  17,000 runners were entered.  
The day went much as it has in past years with only minor 
medical call and the usual water stop questions.  KA8RLC, 
KD8IIB, KD8GUL, KD8KWG, and N8UTI worked from 
FCEM&HS for net control, while KB8TRI and KD8HVX ran 
things at the finish line. 
 
Thanks to all the following who helped: 
N8ADO, Robert Baker; W8ALT, Walter Callahan; KA8CEJ, Wayne Walls; KA8CEJ, Wayne 
Walls; KB8CKM, Judith Walls; KB8CKM, Judith Walls; KB8CMW, Paul Flautt; W3CRZ, Bob Cart-
wright; K8DBA, Bradley Baker; KD8DYK, Mike Fidler; WB2FVE, Craig Blaine; KD8GFX, Matt 
Wolf; N8GKQ, David Stichweh; KD8GUL, Gretchen Herr; N8HSU, Douglas Bell; KD8HVX, 
James Birk; KD8HVX, James Birk; KD8IIB, Kevin O'Harra; WB8INY, John Chapman; W8IYE, 
Wallace Giffen; W8JTC, John Camm; AA8JY, Larry Learn; KD8KCG, Brian Maier; KC8KHS, 
Daniel Banks; KD8KSI, Holly O'Harra; KD8KWG, Gayle Adams; K8LE, Andy Elliott; KD8LLM, 
Trevor Ferrell; KD8LUY, Homer Workman Sr; KD8MCA, Ronny Lambotte; K8NU, Carl Yaffey; 
KD8OAE, Christopher Huyette; KD8OBY, Carol Blaine; KD8OLR, Josh Scott; KD8OQM, Cody 
Braun; KC8PJS, Kevin Ready; N8PVC, John Mont-
gomery; KA8RLC, Kal Dworkin; N8RNA, Rex Rum-
ley; N8RRB, Anthony Fabro; W8RWR, Robert Rec-
tor; N8RXR, Steve Biawitz; N8SCU, Kris Smith; 
KC8TJX, Jim Clark; KB8TRI, Bruce Goll; K8UB, 
Hugh Czerwonky; K8UB, Hugh Czerwonky; 
KC8UMV, Brent Sheffer; N8UTI, Edwin Wiest; 
KC8VWQ, Marci Wasserstrom; KC8ZKS, Kenneth 
Tilford; KG8ZY, Ralph Bowe. 

Columbus Marathon 2011 
Bruce Goll 

KB8TRI 

http://coares.org/events/images/KB8TRI_email.bmp
http://coares.org/events/images/KB8TRI_email.bmp


Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 
973 Venetian Way 

Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

Dated Material 

November 2011 
Volume XIV, No. 6 

COARES ACTIVITIES 
  November     

11-02-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gayle Adams, KD8KWG 

11-05-11 OSU Football, Indiana Noon Ohio Stadium Bruce Goll, KD8TRI 

11-06-11 Honor Flight Reunion 8:30 am Vets Memorial Chris Huyette. KD8OAE 

11-09-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Jim Birk, KD8HVX 

11-16-11 In-person Meeting 7:30 pm Franklin Co. EM & Homeland Security Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

11-19-11 OSU Football, Penn State 3:30 pm Ohio Stadium Bruce Gol, KB8TRI 

11-23-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Homer Workma, KD8LUY 

11-24-11 Upper Arlington Turkey Trot 9:00 am Upper Arlington Marci  Wasserstrom, KC8VWQ 

11-30-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) John Fick, KD8EEK 

December     

12-3-11 Jingle Bell Run 10:00 am Columbus Convention Center Brent Sheffer, KC8UMV 

12-7-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Josh Scott, KD8OLR 

12-10-11 COARES Christmas Party 6:00 pm Planks on Parsons Santa Claus 

12-11-11 Dublin Snowflake 5k 9:00 am Dublin Community Rec Center Steve Edgington, KD8BQI 

12-14-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gayle Adams, KD8KWG 

12-21-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL)  

12-28-11 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Homer Workman, KD8LUY 


