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EC NOTES 
Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

ARRL EC—Franklin County 

me if you can help. 
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday September 
16th at Franklin County Emergency Man-
agement and Homeland Security. Start time 
is 7:30 pm. Our discussion topic will be 
“Triage Tags” or as they are now called 
“Smart Tags.”  These are the tags that are 
placed on victims at mass causality scenes.  
While we as communications operators will 
not be placing the tags, it is to our advan-
tage to understand them and what they 
mean.  Hope to see you there.  
 
73, Kal 
 

Fall is now here and football season has 
started.  This is one of our busier times 
of the year with OSU Football, Mara-
thon, and other events.  Please check 
the Activities List at the end of the bulle-
tin for upcoming events and if you can 
help out, contact the listed coordinator. 
 
The Pelotonia Bike Tour was a success 
this year and should become an annual 
event.  See my report on the event else-
where in the bulletin.   
 
One of the issues that came up during 
preparations for Pelotonia was finding 
people that were able to install in the 
SAG and OSP vehicles.  Not only dur-
ing events like Pelotonia, TOSRV, and 
the Marathon, but during emergencies, 
we may be asked to install in other vehi-
cles than our own.  This is an important 
function that we must be able to do.  
Having your rig hard wired into your per-
sonal vehicle makes this hard.  Use of 
Anderson Power Poles in the power line 
to your rig and having a mag mount an-
tenna, will make moving to another ve-
hicle easier.  If you are not familiar with 
Anderson Power Poles, let us (the EC’s) 
know and we will help you understand 
them and get them installed. 
 
If you have not filled out the survey and 
returned it to me yet, please do so.  This 
is very important so that we know who 
is available and how to contact them 
when an emergency occurs. 
 
We are in need of some storage space 
for a large spool of hard line, communi-
cations cabinets, and other miscellane-
ous equipment.  If you or your place of 
work could donate some space to us it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Contact 

As the sun rose on August 16th, COARES 
was already on the road to meet up at 0700 
just north of Dublin Jerome High School. 
Many thanks go out to the members listed 
here who were in attendance providing sup-
port for the next four hours for an overly 
warm half Marathon. Thank you K8OVP - 
Frank Huffman, K8UB - Hugh Czerwonky, 
N8SCU - Kris Smith, KA8CEJ - Wayne 
Walls, KB8YQS - Josh Stevens, KC8PFD - 
Chris Stevens, KC8TJX - Jim Clark, KD8IIB - 
Kevin O'Harra, KD8LLM - Trevor Ferrell, and 
KD8FMM - William Smith. 
 
This was definitely a warm event, with three 
locations for water stops where the partici-
pants could cool off. With each runner hitting 
the stops eight times, we did not get any re-
ports of true dehydration, just a lot of sweat. 
We were able to provide trail support with 
four bicycle hams available to move on 
course if needed, KA8CEJ, KB8YQS, 
KC8PFD, and KC8TJX. KC8PFD and I both 
got a workout in patrolling the course with 

(Continued on page 3) 

Columbus Half Marathon 
Josh Stevens, KB8YQS 
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Hi everyone! 

I have 4 items to bring to 
everyones attention this month. 

1.)  I have some ASM announcements to 
make. The first is that Bill Carpenter, 
AA8EY -- ASM from Westerville is resigning 
after nearly 6 years as ASM for the Central 
Ohio area. Bill needs to focus on things at 
home, and has said he does not have the 
time to give the ASM job the attention it 
needs.  

I have known Bill since 1995, when I at-
tended my first Central Ohio ARES meeting 
for the Columbus Marathon, and Bill was the 
EC. I had never met a kinder man before in 
my life, and someone who I have tried to 
pattern myself after, both as an Amateur 
Radio operator, and as a human being. I 
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Publishing Schedule 
The Bulletin is published the second week of each 
month.  All items for the bulletin must be submitted 
by the end of the first week of each month.  
 

 
 

Repeaters 
Primary: K8DDG/R 

147.060 +.600 
444.800 +5.00 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 
 

Secondary: AA8EY/R 
147.090 +.600 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 
 

UHF: WB8INY/R 
444.275 +5.00 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 

Calling Tree Leaders 
January - June 

 
Group 1    Bruce Goll, KB8TRI                793-0164 
Group 2    Larry Learn, AA8JY                791-0607 
Group 3    Jim Clark, KC8TJX                 595-3636 
Group 4     

Ohio Section Update 
Frank Piper, KI8GW 

Ohio Section Manager 

have reluctantly accepted his resignation, 
but understand that he needs time for Him-
self and his Wife Mary, N8OAM. 

Bill was the recipient of the Al Severson 
award in 2007, and before becoming ASM, 
was the EC for Franklin County, and the 
busiest ARES group in the Ohio Section for 
8 years prior.  

Which leads me to Bill's successor for the 
ASM -- Central Ohio position, and that goes 
to Steve Katz, N8WL of Granville, Ohio. 
Steve has been DEC for Ohio ARES District 
7 since June 26, 2007. Prior to that, Steve 
was EC for Licking County, and also holds 
the appointment of Local Government Liai-
son. Steve is currently the Project lead for 
Ohio HB 212, with the aid of Section Govern-
ment Liaison, Nick Pittner, K8NAP. 

Please join me in congratulating Bill, AA8EY 
for his many years of service to the Ohio 
Section, and to Steve on his new responsi-
bilities. 

2.)  A new ASM is coming on board in a new 
role for the Ohio Section -- that of ASM -- 
Section Webmaster. For several years the 
Ohio Section website has been a secondary 

responsibility of either a club or an Ohio Sec-
tion appointee. I have placed the sole respon-
sibility of the Section website to one person -- 
Scott Yonally, N8SY of Mansfield, Ohio. Scott 
will oversee the website, server location, and 
domains for this important part of the Ohio 
Section. Scott was Public Information Coordi-
nator for the Ohio Section for many years, 
mentoring under Joe Phillips, K8QOE (SK). 

Please join me in welcoming Scott back into 
the Ohio Section Cabinet. 

3.)  The Ohio Section Conference will be held 
on Saturday, September 19th at the State Fire 
Academy, 8895 East Main Street, in Reynolds-
burg, Ohio. The conference will start at 
9:00am. The tentative agenda at this time is: 

9:00am -- 9:30am: Conference Opens -- 
Pledge of Allegiance / Introductions / Opening 
Remarks / Ste of the Section: Frank Piper 
KI8GW/SM 

9:30am -- 9:45am: Great Lakes Director Jim 
Weaver, K8JE 

9:45am -- 10:15am: Section Government Up-
dates -- Nick Pittner, K8NAP/SGL 

(Continued on page 7) 

Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
John W. Sovik, KB8WPZ 

1925 Countryside Dr. 
Youngstown, OH 44515 

kb8wpz@arrl.net 
  

District Emergency Coordinator 
Steven Katz, N8WL 
221 E. Elm Street 

Granville, OH 43023 
740-587-1122 (home) 

The ARES logo is a registered service mark of the 
American Radio Relay League, and is used with 
permission of the ARRL. “Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Service”® and “ARES”® are registered 
trademarks of the American Radio Relay League. 

 

Central Ohio Amateur Radio  
Emergency Services, Inc. 
is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit  

organization . 

ARRL Membership 
If you aren’t an ARRL member or haven’t been a 
member during the past two years, join the ARRL  
and a portion of your membership will benefit 
COARES. To join, send your $39 (check payable to 
Central Ohio ARES) and forms to K8QX. Our club 
will get $15 if we recruit a new ARRL member or 
bring back one who has let his/her membership 
lapse more than two years. Your membership in-
cludes a subscription to QST Magazine. 

Nets & Meetings 
The COARES net meets Wednesday evenings at 
8:00pm local time on the 147.06+ repeater, except 
for the third Wednesday of each month which is 
reserved for our General Meeting, held at the office 
of Franklin County Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security. 

Calling Tree Leaders 
July -  December 

 
Group 1     Wayne Walls, KA8CEJ           431-9352 
Group 2     Jim Sage, WB8TWM              864-5011 
Group 3     Skip Howell, KC8HIN              471-2684 
Group 4     Jerry Finnegan, KC5WLA       507-2788 

Alternates 
Mark Griggs, KB8YMN                         272-8266 
Josh Gould, KC8EQA                           326-9839 
Chris Stevens, KC8PFD                       327-6514 
Doug Bell, N8HSU                         937-323-2192 
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Net Day Time (local) Frequency 

Amateur Radio Club at Ohio State University Sunday 8:00 pm 442.6(+) (114.8PL) 

Central Ohio ARES Wednesday 8:00 pm 147.060 (+) (94.8 PL) 

Central Ohio Traffic Net Daily 7:15 pm 147.240 (+) 

Central Ohio Severe Weather Net Tuesday (Mar ~ Oct) 7:30 pm 146.760 (-) (123.0 PL) 

Delaware County Net Monday 8:00 pm 145.170 (-) 

Hocking Valley ARC Net Wednesday 9:00 pm 147.345 (+) 

Lancaster / Fairfield County ARC Net Monday 9:00 pm 147.030 (+) 

Madison County “Get Together” Net Tuesday 8:00 pm 147.285 (+) 

Newark ARA Net Tuesday 9:00 pm 146.880 (-) 

Southwest Columbus Ham Radio Club Net   
(Echolink connected)        

 

Friday 8:00 pm 145.23 (-) 

CRES ARC Sunday Night Net Sunday 9—10 pm 146.67(-) (131.8 PL) 

Next Meeting  
7:30 pm, Wednesday,  
September 16, 2009 

Franklin County Emergency  
Management and Homeland Security 

 
5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd 

Columbus, OH 43230 

Our Mission : To provide emergency communications to central Ohio  public 
safety, emergency, health, government and relief ag encies in times of  

disaster. To keep our skills sharp, we provide comm unication support for 
many public service events. 

(Continued from page 1) 
kids in tow on the bikes, and KA8CEJ was able to return a shirt to one of the participants that they 
left beside the trail as they were running. 
 
All said and done, this was the third time I had helped out with this event myself. I'm proud of the job 
that was done providing Jeff Sheard with ease of mind of the well being of the race course and pro-
viding the ten of us a time to fellowship while keeping in practice in the event that our services are 
needed during a real emergency. An additional thank you for whoever it was that brought up the 
Rusty Bucket for a gathering / lunch after the event. 
 
Until next time, 73 and as an Eagle Scout I say, Be Prepared. – KB8YQS, Josh Stevens 

A Reminder 
Always check the COARES primary repeater 

(147.060 MHz) whenever a situation arises that 
might result in an emergency activation of 

COARES.  This includes, but is not limited to, 
tornado, flood, blizzard, hazardous materials 
spill, terrorist attack, fire, search and rescue 

(missing person),  aircraft/mass casualty, set-
ting up emergency shelters, or declared state 

of emergency.  

For sale:  Ameritron AL-1200 full legal limit amplifier, excellent condition, $1500. 
Details: http://www.ameritron.com/Product.php?productid=AL-1200http://www.
ameritron.com/Product.php?productid=AL-1200 
 
Carl Yaffey, K8NU, 614-268-6353, cyaffey@gmail.com 
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Pelotonia Bike Tour Wrapup 
Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

The Pelotonia bike tour took place on Saturday and Sunday August 29 and 30, 2009.  COARES 
led the Ham radio communications efforts for the event.  Saturday morning at 7:30 am 2250 rid-
ers left from Chemical Abstracts on Olentangy River Road.  The riders were departing on one of 
four rides (25 mile, 50 mile, 100 mile, and 180 mile).  The 100 and 180 mile riders went all the 
way to Athens, with the 180 milers staying over night and riding back to Slate Run Metro Park on 
Sunday.  
 
A big thank-you goes out to the Hocking and Athens County groups for their help with the event.  
Without them we would have been severely under staffed.  As it was, we could have used a few 
more operators on course, but as always, we were able to cover things. 
 
Being a first time event, we (the communicators) along with the event organizers and officials 
learned quite a few things that will help to make future events better.  Thank-you to the following 
for their help: 
 
COARES 
N8ADO, Bob Baker; KA8BQO, Art Wallace; AA8DN, Rich Jordan; KD8DYK, Mike Fidler; 
KD8EEK, John Fisk; AB8GB, Phillip McCutecheon; KD8GFX, Matt  Wolf; KD8GUL, Gretchen 
Herr; KI8GW, Frank Piper; N8HRC, John Hampsted; N8HSU, Doug Bell; KD8IIB, Kevin O'Harra; 
KD8JNW, Greg Rickabaugh; AA8JY, Larry Learn; KD8KCG, Brian Maier; KD8KWG, Gail Adams; 
KC0L, Ken Coleman; KD8LHZ, Eric Ressler; KB8LY, Dan Cogley; K8NU, Carl Yaffey; KC8OFO, 
Dave Rose; K8OVP, Frank Huffman; WD8PGO, Ed Campbell; N8PHL, Paul Linkous; KC8PJS, 
Kevin Ready; KC8QVO, Steve D'Amico; KA8RLC, Kal Dworkin; N8SCU, Kris Smith; N8SEY, 
Marty Huffman; KC8TJX, Jim Clark; KC8TKB, Stephen Copeland; N8UTI, Ed Wiest; KC8VEB, 
Bruce Learner; N8VJF, Mark Fergus; KB6YQS, Josh Stevens; KA8ZNY, Tom Taft; KG8ZY, 
Ralph Bowe. 
 
HOCKING COUNTY 
KD8AJG, Brad Taulbee; AA8BJ, Mel Myers; N8BUS, Gene Smith; KC8DPE, Nancy Brimner; 
KC8DPF, Patricia Stanley; KD8EEK, John Fick; KB8GUN, Ray Webb; KC8GUN, Mary Webb; 
KD8HHY, Kim Myers; KD8LPZ, Jerry Swank; KB8NZB, Phil Stanley; KB8OTU, Dave Brimner; 
KC8RYM, Chris Boch; KC8TFW, Roy Vickers; W8TUZ, Roman Wilshanetsky; KB8USO, Greg 
Russell. 
 
ATHENS COUNTY 
K8JCM, Jerry Mineer; W8KVK, Ted Jacobson; KC8NAJ, Vickie McFadden; KC8OVB, Jim 
Crouse; KC8PNE, Doug Bentley; WD8RIF, Eric McFadden; KC8RYL, David Underwood; N8SUZ, 
Jeff Slattery; N8XWO, John McCutcheon. 

+++ We Keep Growing and Growing +++           (from Weaver’s Words, August 28, 2009) 
 
New amateur licenses seem to be overcoming the blip in licensing figures brought on by the on-
set of the 10-year license. There are about 14,000 more licensees now than a year ago. 
 
Last year's increase brings the number of ham licensees in the US to over 674,000. This total is 
just under the all-time high for US licensees. If we add another 14,000 this year, we will have ex-
ceeded the all-time high for ham licensees. 
 
Therefore, current facts do not support the contention being spread by many amateurs that ham 
radio is a dying avocation. We may not be in a teen-age growth spurt, but we are growing. Don't 
count Amateur radio out.. For further details see http://www.ah0a.org/AH0A.html.  
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Editor’s note: The hospital antenna program is one of the core COARES programs.  Many mem-
bers who have joined COARES in recent years are not aware of the origins of this important 
program.  We asked Bill Carpenter, AA8EY, to provide a history of the program, and we are 
grateful for the following article: 
 
2001 was the year that the antenna program began. Central Ohio ARES, COARES, was a part 
of the emergency response group in Central Ohio. Bi-monthly meetings were hosted in mem-
bers’ buildings and rotated as needed. At one of these meetings, I had the opportunity to sit next 
to Don Barnett, W8HHK. Don was representing the Delaware ARES. Don told me that Grady 
Hospital in Delaware, Ohio had installed a 2-meter amateur antenna in that hospital to accom-
modate amateur radio operators during drill activity and, of course, for a real emergency should 
that happen. I thought this was more than wonderful as I recall many times the RF traps at hos-
pitals and the difficulties of trying to run outside to hear and then transmit and run back into the 
hospital to relay the messages then back outside if I heard someone calling me so I could be 
heard. I asked Don to relate this idea to the group of responders at the meeting to see what in-
terest that it would generate.  Don then told the group about the installation of the antenna at the 
hospital in Delaware County. The interest was immediate and very positive. Central Ohio 
Trauma, COTS, told the group that they would look into funding of antennas for Amateur Radio 
at the hospitals perhaps using funds from FEMA. I suggested that Mary-N8OAM would be our 
person to represent COARES in working with COTS. 
 
You will recall that 2001 was the year of the infamous 911 attacks on the NYC World Trade 
Centers. During that event it became very clear that agencies such as Fire Departments, Police 
and hospitals could not really communicate with each other directly because they were on differ-
ent frequencies. This resulted in a lot of confusion and additional loss of life.  When it became 
known that Amateur Radio Operators would volunteer their time and expertise in a disaster, 
Amateur Radio Operators became part of a disaster response team. Hams could be placed at 
agencies and through the Amateur Radio communications, information could be passed be-
tween those agencies. This is especially valuable when sending injured to hospitals. A need to 
know which hospitals are full, and where to send burn victims can be facilitated immensely by 
Amateur Radio. Mary-N8OAM worked with COTS and costs for antennas and the installation of 
them was determined. COTS contacted the hospitals in the Columbus Metropolitan area and got 
them on board to participate in the program.  The money  was found to put  multiband  antennas  
in the hospitals. A program to test the antennas each month was implemented so as to be sure 
the antenna was working at all times and to familiarize our Hams so that they were comfortable 
with the setup and working with people in those hospitals. In 2002, I stepped down as COARES 
Emergency Coordinator and Mary-N8OAM gave up her assignment as administrator of the hos-
pital testing program and Mark Griggs KB8YMN became the administrator of the activity. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE HOSPITAL ANTENNA PROGRAM 
By Bill Carpenter, AA8EY 

(Continued from page 8)     OSU FOOTBALL VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!!!!  

We still have 6 remaining home football games to co ver this year, and they are listed be-
low: 
September 12, 2009  USC    Time:  8:00 PM 
September 26, 2009  Illinois    Time: TBA 
October 10, 2009  Wisconsin   Time:  TBA 
October 24, 2009  Minnesota   Time: 12:00 NOON 
October 31, 2009  New Mexico State  Time: TBA 
November 14, 2009  Iowa    Time: TBA 
If you are interested in assisting with any of the games this year, please send your infor-
mation (Name, Callsign, e-mail address, home & offi ce phone numbers, and cellphone 
number) to me at the following address:   n8hfp@msn .com 
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HEAR YE!!!   HEAR YE!!!    HEAR  YE!!!  
CALLING ALL COARES COLUMBUS  

MARATHON VOLUNTEERS!!!  
 
The 2009 edition of the Nationwide Better Health Columbus Marathon & ½ Marathon is coming up 
sooner than you think!  This year’s event will be held on Sunday, October 18, beginning at 7:30 
AM sharp! 
 
The Columbus Marathon has been designated by Runners World Magazine as one of the Top 20 
Marathons in the country, and is one of the Top 10 Fall Marathons. This year’s Marathon also is 
projected to be the largest one ever for the City of Columbus. 
 
Some of the changes for this year include the follo wing : 
 

Earlier Start Times : 
 7:25 AM for the Wheelchair competitors 

              7:30 AM for the Marathon & ½ Marathon Runners 
              7:30 AM for the Marathon & ½ Marathon Walkers 
 

ALL RUNNERS AND WALKERS WILL START TOGETHER THIS YE AR 
 

Registration Limit is 15,000 for this year :   
 5,000 on the Full Marathon 

              9,000 on the ½ Marathon 
              1,000 on the Corporate Wellness 5K 
 

COURSE LAYOUT THIS YEAR IS THE SAME AS LAST YEAR, A ND WILL INCLUDE 
THE GRANDVIEW AREA, AND MORE OF THE OSU CAMPUS AREA S.  THE NORTH-
ERNMOST POINT WILL BE LANE AVENUE. 
 

COURSE WILL BE OPEN LATER THIS YEAR, 
UNTIL 3:00 PM. 
 
We will need as many COARES volunteers as 
possible to provide solid communications cover-
age! 
 
If you would like to volunteer to help this year, 
and have not already done so, please mark your 
calendars now, and send me an e-mail mes-
sage, to the following address:  n8hfp@msn.
com 
 
REMEMBER, WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  VOL-
UNTEER EARLY , AND OFTEN!!!!  

2009 Nationwide Better Health 
Columbus Marathon & ½ Marathon 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 
Jeff Gould, N8HFP 
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(Continued from page 2) 

10:15am-10:45am: Official Observer 
reports, Rick Swain, KK8O/OOC 

11:00am- 11:30am: Section Traffic 
Reports -- John Tipka, W8UL/STM 

11:30am-Noon: ARES Updates -- 
Jack Sovik KB8WPZ/SEC 

Noon -- 1:15pm: PIZZA LUNCH 

1:15pm-1:45pm -- Developing Club 
Websites -- Scott Yonally, N8SY/
Section Webmaster 

1:45pm-2:00pm -- Section Newsletter 
Awards -- Emily Wells, KC8RAL/PIC 

2:00pm -- 2:30pm -- The Al Severson 
Award Presentation 

2:30pm-3:00pm -- Closing Remarks / 
Comments / Meet with Cabinet Mem-
bers 

3:00pm -- Conference ends 

4.)  Updates on Ohio House Bills that 
affect Amateur Radio -- HB212 
(Amateur Radio Antenna Structures) 
is now in the Public Service and 
Homeland Security committee. Ear-
lier this week SGL Nick Pitner, 
K8NAP, Steve Katz, N8WL, and I 
made a visit with Senator Tim 
Schaffer (R-Lancaster) about spon-
soring a similar bill in the State Sen-
ate. 

We'll have more details as things 
progress. 

HB 261 & 262 (Talking/Texting while 
driving) has not made any progress 
in the House since their introduction 
on August 4th. SGL Pitner will be 
keeping close tabs on these bills, and 
keeping us advised of their progress. 

That's all for now. See you in Sep-
tember in Reynoldsburg! 

73, Frank J. Piper, KI8GW -- Ohio 
Section Manager 

--------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------- 

Now here's the monthly club report 
from Accredited Club Coordinator, 
Joanne Solak, NJ3O: 

The Ohio Section has been actively 
moving forward under the direction of 
our New Ohio Section Manager, 
Frank Piper, KI8GW. Frank has been 
appointed to serve the balance of the 

term of Joe Phillips, K8QOE (SK) who 
passed away on June 20th. Frank's 
term of appointment continues through 
September 30th, 2010.  

The Fall Season is just around the 
corner and school will be starting in a 
couple weeks. But there are lots of 
Public Service events yet to come for 
many clubs. Fall Festivals, County 
Fairs etc offer ideal times to put Ama-
teur Radio on display for the Public. 

For instance, most of the newsletters I 
receive from Clubs have been filled 
with Special Event Stations, Celebra-
tions and Public Service events. 

BUT right now I would like to call your 
attention to the following information 
that could have a great impact on all of 
us Amateur Radio Operators living in 
Ohio...This could effect us like nothing 
else could. In other words, get us 
where it hurts. Read On! 

House Bill 261 was introduced into the 
Ohio House of Representatives to re-
vise bills that would prohibit the text 
messaging or typing on a keyboard, 
such as your laptop, while driving a 
vehicle. Then there is House Bill 262 
right behind that would PROHIBIT 
talking on a mobile communications 
radio and make it a secondary traffic 
offense. This could affect us as ama-
teur radio operators in that there is no 
exclusions for amateur radio as the 
introduced bill is written. Nick Pittner, 
K8NAP, Ohio Section Govt Liaison will 
be working on a game plan on how to 
approach this problem by working with 
the legislators to be sure the interests 
of Amateur Radio Operators are pro-
tected. And do not forget House Bill 
212, antenna regulation. These are 
very important Bills which could HURT 
us amateur radio operators. Keep up 
on information pertaining to these Bills 
and the Ohio Sections efforts to pro-
tect all amateurs. 

There are lots of changes coming up 
for the Ohio Section. Make sure you 
always check out the Section News 
available on our Section WebSite for 
the latest updates. We, the Ohio Sec-
tion Cabinet, are going to strive to 
keep the Ohio Section moving forward 
in ways that will make Joe Phillips, 
K8QOE, (SK) proud! 

Don't forget the Ohio Section Confer-
ence scheduled for Saturday, Septem-
ber 19th. The location will be the State 
Fire Marshall Office, 8895 E. Main St. 
in Reynoldsburg. You can contact 
Ohio Section Manager, Frank Piper,
KI8GW, for further information about 
this most important event.  

Bill Carpenter, AA8EY, ASM Central 
Ohio has decided to resign his position 
at this time. Thank You, Bill, for the 
many years of service to the Ohio Sec-
tion. Congratulations for a job well 
done and Best Wishes for the future 
wherever it leads you. 

Welcome Back to the Ohio Section 
Cabinet, N8SY, Scott Yonally of Mans-
field, who is now our new Ohio Section 
WebMaster. 

There are many Hamfests and Club 
events listed throughout the rest of the 
year. Volunteer to help with these 
events and if you are unable to lend a 
hand, at least attend and show your 
support to Club Members and other 
Clubs involved. 

This has been a very busy summer for 
ARRL affiliated clubs in the Ohio Sec-
tion. 

Public Service events are plentiful 
throughout the Ohio Section. These 
are perfect training events for ARES 
groups. I would like to see all Ohio 
Section Clubs supporting an active 
ARES group. 

The Central Ohio Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service, as usual, re-
mains active with Public Service 
Events. Balloons & Tunes, Peloto-
nia Bike Tour, and the Spirit of Co-
lumbus Half Marathon, just for start-
ers. Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC, is the 
ARRL EC for Franklin County and 
does a great job of leading his 
group forward. 

Delaware Amateur radio Association 
remains active with plans for The 
Horse Parade and the Veterans Day 
Parade still to come.  

If you have members in your Club who 
are not ARRL members, or have not 
been a member during the past two 
years, ask them to join the ARRL.  

Your Club will be able to keep $15 
from each new membership and $2 for 
each membership renewal through 
your Club. Remind them that their 
membership dues includes a subscrip-
tion to QST. 

Well that's it for this time around. Just 
remember, sometime, somewhere , 
when you least expect it, I will be see-
ing YOU! 

Best 73, Joanne Solak, KJ3O, ACC 
Ohio Section 
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This has been a Test 
By Frank  Huffman, K8OVP  

On April 9 at 5 AM the District EC of Santa Cruz County, CA, Cap Pennell-KE6AFE woke up to a 
police officer pounding on his door.  Vandals had opened four manholes in the area and cut bun-
dles of fiber optic cables.  This disconnected tens of thousands of land line phones, all 911 cen-
ters, hospital communications and many internet, cell phone and trunked communication systems. 
 
Hams responded to the emergency when they finally found out about it.  Vital centers used hams 
until service was restored about midnight  But it is difficult to alert hams at 5 AM when no problem 
is anticipated.   In addition to our training and equipment, this points out a need for an alert system 
THAT DOES NOT DEPEND ON INFRASTRUCTURE ! 
 
The weather repeater showed the effectiveness, low cost and reliability of a second CTS tone to 
alert hams of a problem.  You could go into your windowless work office or to bed with a HT set to 
the special CTS.  No noise from the HT unless there was a problem.  But the new improved con-
troller can't do this function in software "So it can't be done now".  I woke up one night from thun-
der and turned on my HT on a hunch, the third check-in when 30 minimum were needed.  And 
what a service to the weather bureau, you (formerly) could alert many hams to visually check a 
storm without sending an emergency signal over the weather radio and wake everyone up. 
 
Somehow a major repeater in Columbus must set up the alert system.  Maybe modulate the mas-
ter crystal for example. But something like this is badly needed. 
 
Editor’s note: the September issue of QST (special emergency communications issue) carries an 
article on page 72 titled “Universal Ham Radio Text Messaging Initiative”.  The stated goal of the 
initiative “is to permit any ham radio operator anywhere at any time using any text messaging de-
vice to text message any other ham radio operator’s text capable device, anywhere using only call 
signs.”  It not only recognizes the need Frank has pointed out, but offers a potential solution. 

COARES is looking for a few new amateur radio operators to add to our current pool of OSU Football 
volunteers.  If you love the OSU Buckeyes, and would like to participate as a Game Day volunteer, 
we would love to have you! 
 
You will need to have the desire to dedicate at least 8 hours of your time to any home game you de-
cide to work.  Once you are at the stadium, you will not be able to depart unless you have provided 
your own transportation.  I can provide more details about the transportation arrangements, if you 
have questions.   

You can reach me at (614) 837-6171. 
 
You will also need to have a COARES Photo ID Badge, and if possible, a vest or jacket having either 
“Radio Communications”, “Amateur Radio Communications”, or “Emergency Communications” 
printed on it.  These are available from the ARRL, or through other sources.   If you do not have your 
own, we can provide one for use while working the game. 
 
COARES provides communications support for the Red Cross First Aid Service Team, which pro-
vides the basic first aid coverage for the games.  From time to time, we may also provide backup 
communications for the Columbus Fire Department Medics assigned to the games. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

OSU FOOTBALL VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!!!! 
2009 OSU FOOTBALL SEASON 

JEFF GOULD, N8HFP 
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Balloons and Tunes was held on August 21-23 at Beulah 
Park in Grove City.  Grove City Parks and Recreation had 
asked COARES to provide communications from the MC 
(Master of Ceremonies) to the balloon pilots three weeks 
before the event. Having been to last  years event, I knew 
what the Balloon Glow should look like and how awesome it is to see all the colors. In knowing 
that, and the area, Josh (KB8YQS) asked me to coordinate the event. Not knowing what I was get-
ting into, or what I was doing, I said sure! Sounds like fun! That was the end of the fun. 

 
Our first meeting was in the same week that we were asked 
to participate in the event. We met with Grove City, and the 
folks at the “Real Adventure Hot Air Balloon Co.” and went 
over some of the details of the event. With not knowing what 
to expect at our first meeting, I was surprised at how much 
information was available and how much time was already put 
into this. At this meeting, we were given maps that included 
the location  where the balloons were going to be along with 
where “the crew” was going to park, concessions and even 
the propane placement to refill the balloon tanks. All in all it 
was a very informative meeting. Now it’s time to get the bod-
ies err umm volunteers to help. Thirty one operators needed 
in three weeks, for two days, I’ll try to give it my all. 
  
With the help of Josh -KB8YQS (this was my first event, guid-
ance and help was needed, ) I decided that we would meet at 
7 pm on both nights (there was no glow on Sunday), to pass 
out assignments, grid maps, and answer any questions that I 
may be able to answer. One of the first questions that folks 
had was “Is this going to happen”? 
 

Thanks to Hurricane Dan spinning off the east coast, it stalled out a cold front that just hit the area 
a few days before in West Virginia, leaving overcast skies and wind. Naturally, the only way I 
would have found that out is attending the pilots meeting at 5:00. I gave the best answer that was 
given to me and that I’d advise everyone when I could. Another meeting was scheduled later in the 
day to answer that very same question. Folks started coming anyway in anticipation of the event, 
and the excitement started to build.  
 
One of the funniest things that happened in this first night happened while we were waiting for the 
2nd meeting to take place. A meteorologist from a popular local TV station asked me when the 
winds would die down. I just held up my hands, shrugging my shoulders and advised him that he 
was the meteorologist and that he should be advising us! I found out later that he advised his view-
ers that the events were questionable. With that the calls came in from the operators. I guess a lot 
more folks watch that station than any other station out there!  
 
The later meeting proved to be the deciding point of the night. We found out that the balloons were 
not flying due to the wind but the balloon glow was still on. In order to inflate the balloons, the 
winds had to be around 8 miles per hour or less. That’s what the pilots had to work with all eve-
ning. One gust of wind and it could spell disaster which would have changed our planning drasti-
cally.  
 
With that information, we had our meeting and handed out assignments and had a few special re-
quest for our pilots. With those answered, everyone dispersed into their assignments.  

(Continued on page 10) 

Balloons and Tunes 
Steve Edgington, KD8BQI 
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(Continued from page 9) 
 
Not knowing what to expect, we had two simplex frequencies set aside. A two meter frequency 
for communications between the MC and the pilots, and a 440 for any issues that may arise. 
We wanted to leave the repeaters alone so we wouldn’t time them out (sorry Jeff, you are still 
the one!). I even created a different script for net control. We didn’t need the priority call, emer-
gency call, or even the info call. Everything that is going to be passed is information.  With eve-
rything, and everyone in place, it was time to bring the net up 

  
“All Glow in 5 seconds, 3, 2, 1, ALL GLOW” Poof! Thirty 
Balloons glowing like fireflies in the night, just with more 
colors. Shortly after that, the balloon “Hot Flashes” 
started to melt due to a wind gust in the area at 22MPH. 
Other pilots saw that and decided to deflate themselves.  
 
Event over, time for a debrief. One of the items that was 
relayed to me is more time is needed between what is 
wanted and the countdown. Other than that, it was a 
pretty successful night! 
 
Day two brought more challenges and dilemmas. It was 
decided that only one frequency would be needed for to-
night’s glow due to the lack of feedback from the opera-
tors. That would prove to be beneficial to place one more 
operator in the field. One balloon crew member brought 
his scanner to the event to listen in. We had eleven vol-
unteers to fill thirty grid spaces. I had gotten word that 
one balloon wasn’t there and it wasn’t “Hot Flashes”. One 
Volunteer suffered an injury earlier in the day and wasn’t 
able to attend. I had asked operators to bring extra radios 
or scanners to help out tonight knowing that we would be 
short handed, but with the help of Chris (KC8PFD) and 
her exceptional organization skills, she figured out a way 

to use only operators so no borrowed equipment had to be loaned out. Again, hurricane Dan 
was playing a factor. The only exception is the balloons were able to fly in the morning (some 
flew three times), and it was the pilot’s discretion for the evening. With time counting down, eve-
ryone had their assignments and the evening went off with only one problem. We had found a 
dead zone on grid one and five. Never mind that just happened to be the major sponsors grid 
assignment. A lot of the balloons had less propane to get them through the glow due to the 
morning flights, so there were many balloons that had to deflate early.  
 
All in all, this was a learning experience for me and for COARES. I’ve learned a lot and plan on 
taking this experience to the bank and withdrawing it for next year. I’d like to thank KB8YQS 
and KC8PFD for their guidance and support, Grove City Parks and Recreation Department for 
the opportunity to serve them and our community, and for the permission to reproduce the pic-
tures in the news letter and to all the operators who helped out and suffered through a newbie 
coordinating his first event! All in all it was a fun event for all and Thanks to all who have al-
ready volunteered for next year! 
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County Sheriff stationed across 
from NCS during the event. 

 
Columbus Half Marathon pictures 

Hugh Czerwonky, K8UB 

Wayne Walls - KA8CEJ displaying a hard hat an-
tenna he created similar to the design of the late 
Bob Adams, W8BKO 

I was NCS for the day and in-
stalled my flagpole instillation to 
get the Buckbuster up around 20' 
in the air. This gave us the oppor-
tunity to use 146.46 simplex for the 
net.—K8UB 

New member, 2nd event, Will Smith - KD8FMM handling 
some traffic while waiting for his assignment.  



Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 
973 Venetian Way 

Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

Dated Material 

 SEPTEMBER 2009 
Volume XLIII, No. 9 

COARES ACTIVITIES 
September     

09-02-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Paul Flautt, KB8CMW  

09-02-09 to 
09-05-09 

Millersport Sweet Corn Festival Various shifts Millersport, OH John Camm, W8JTC 
w8jtc@yahoo.com 

TBA March of Dimes Night Moves 8:00 pm Brewery District, Columbus Josh Gould, KC8EQA 

09-05-09 OSU Football—Navy Noon kickoff Ohio Stadium Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

09-09-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gretchen Herr, KD8GUL 

09-12-09 OSU Football—USC 8 pm kickoff Ohio Stadium Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

09-13-09 New Albany Walking Classic 9:00 am New Albany Josh Stevens, KB8YQS 

09-16-09 In-person COARES meeting  7:30 pm Franklin Co. EM & Homeland Security Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

09-19-09 Ohio Section Conference 8:00 am State Fire Marshall Office, Reynoldsburg  

09-23-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Kevin O’Harra, KD8IIB 

09-26-09 OSU Football—Illinois TBA Ohio Stadium Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

09-30-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gayle Adams, KD8KWG 

October     

10-07-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Bill Welch, K3ZAA 

10-10-09 OSU Football—Wisconsin TBA Ohio Stadium Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

10-11-09 CROP Walk Noon-4 pm Riverfront Amphitheater—Columbus Marty Huffman, N8SEY 

10-14-09 In-person COARES meeting  7:30 pm Franklin Co. EM & Homeland Security Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

10-18-09 Columbus Marathon 6:00 am—3:00 pm Columbus Area Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

TBA Columbus Standown 8:00 am –3:30 pm Veterans Memorial, Columbus Wayne Walls, KA8CEJ 

10-21-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

10-24-09 OSU Football—Minnesota TBA Ohio Stadium Jeff Gould, N8HFP 

10-24-09 Grandview 5K Pumpkin Run 8:30 am Grandview Brian Maier, KD8KCG 

10-28-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gayle Adams, KD8KWG 

10-31-09 OSU Football—New Mexico State TBA Ohio Stadium Jeff Gould, N8HFP 


