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EC NOTES 
Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

ARRL EC—Franklin County 

of excellent food as one way of thanking all 
of the volunteers. The party is always fun 
and serves as a good time to talk about the 
event with the people that manage it. Please 
send a quick email to me so that I can pro-
vide a count of people that will attend. 
 
Saturday August 1st, is this years date for 
the Voice of Aladdin Columbus Hamfest.  It 
will be held at the Aladdin Shrine on Steltzer 
Road.  COARES will have a table at the 
event if anyone wishes to sell anything. 
 
HB 212 is working its way through the Ohio 
Legislature.  This legislation is to enact sec-
tions of the Revised Code to codify federal 
restrictions on local zoning of amateur struc-
tures thereby preserving amateur radio ser-
vice communications as a Homeland Secu-
rity resource and to place the burden of 
proof for compliance on the zoning author-
ity. This is the Ohio version of PRB1.   If you 
have not already done so, please contact 
your state representatives to ask for their 
support of this bill. 
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday July 15th at 
Franklin County Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security. All members are 
encouraged to bring their Go Kits to this 
meeting!  See the article on page 10 for 
more information. Start time is 7:30 pm. 
Hope to see you there.  
73, Kal 
 

It doesn’t seem like it to me, but it has 
been one year since I assumed the po-
sition of EC.  I want to again thank eve-
ryone for their continued support. 
 
Summer is here and we continue with 
our on going activities.  Progress is be-
ing made on our new radio room at 
CVCO and work is being started on re-
pairs and upgrades to our repeaters. 
 
Ohio SM Joe Phillips, K8QOE became 
a Silent Key on Saturday, June 20.  His 
funeral was on Saturday, June 27.  See 
the article elsewhere in the bulletin for 
more information. 
 
Mark August 29 and 30 on your calen-
dars.  This will be the dates for the first 
Pelotonia Bike Tour, here in central 
Ohio.  The ride will start in Columbus 
and go to Athens on Saturday, with a 
return ride on Sunday.  This will be a 
major event for us and we will need the 
help of as many operators as we can 
recruit.  More details are in an an-
nouncement elsewhere in the bulletin. 
 
We welcome two new members Eric 
Ressler, KD8LHZ and Ralph Bowe, 
KG8ZY. 
 
TOSRV Party The annual TOSRV party 
for all volunteers that worked the event 
this year will be held on Sunday, July 
19th (this is a change from the previ-
ously announced date of July 11th ) 
starting at 4:00 pm. The location will be 
at 629 Dennison Ave in Columbus, the 
residence of Charlie Pace, TOSRV Tour 
Director. Dennison is the first street to 
the west of Goodale Park. As always, 
Rick Hoechstetter (the assistant tour 
director) and Charlie will provide plenty 

The Millersburg Lion’s Club has hosted an 
annual festival on the east side of Buckeye 
Lake for many years on the week leading up 
to Labor Day Weekend. The event is the 
largest non-commercial festival in the State 

(Continued on page 3) 

Volunteers at Sweet Corn Festival 
to Benefit COARES 

Brent Sheffer, PIO, KC8UMV 
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by Ohio Affiliated Clubs 
Coordinator Joanne  
Solak, KJ3O 

This month the Ohio Section News is sort of 
short! I think everyone is either enjoying be-
ing outside in the sunny, fresh, great out-
doors, or just plain trying to catch up on all 
the projects they could not do during such a 
long winter. Don't forget Field Day as if I had 
to mention it. 
 
Dayton is now history. Such a busy, exhaust-
ing weekend for all those who attended. It 
seemed like everyone was in such a rush all 
the time....schedules, schedules, schedules. 
Most hams attending did bring some "good 
information" home with them, and many 
good buys on radio equipment was found. I 
have heard about some really great "buys" in 
the flea market. 
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Publishing Schedule 
The Bulletin is published the second week of each 
month.  All items for the bulletin must be submitted 
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Repeaters 
Primary: K8DDG/R 

147.060 +.600 
444.800 +5.00 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 
 

Secondary: AA8EY/R 
147.090 +.600 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 
 

UHF: WB8INY/R 
444.275 +5.00 

94.8 Hz CTCSS 

Calling Tree Leaders 
January - June 

 
Group 1    Bruce Goll, KB8TRI                793-0164 
Group 2    Larry Learn, AA8JY                791-0607 
Group 3    Jim Clark, KC8TJX                 595-3636 
Group 4    Andy Elliott, K8LE                  864-2922 

Ohio Section Update 
Joe Phillips, K8QOE (SK) 

Ohio Section Manager 

Of course, I did hear many "hams" talking 
about how expensive it was this year also. 
But all in all, wasn't it worth it to attend the 
g r e a t  D a y t o n  H a m v e n t i o n ? 
 
The ARES nets have been improving lately, 
and that is a good sign. Field Day plans have 
been the topic in all Club Newsletters. Field 
Day Coordinators have been busy getting all 
the details worked out for their particular 
Field Day. Make sure your Club gets in-
volved in the Field Day event. 
 
The Delaware Amateur Radio Association is 
in the middle of planning their Field Day 
event. Tim, K8TAT, Club President, is lead-
ing the way this year with some assistance 
from Club members. Members will be 
"working" the Wendy's Tri/Duathon at Alum 
Creek Park and many other events lined up 
for the summer months. 
 
Some of the recent Club Newsletters I have 
received are from the Ottawa County ARC 
where WB8KKU, Gene Anderson, is Presi-
dent. 
 
The Independent Radio Association has a 
very interesting newsletter as does the Dial 
Radio Club in Middletown, Ohio. 
 

The Milford ARC just held a VE Session May 
14th. I enjoyed, and learned a lot about anten-
nas in their newsletter. I am interested in the 
"ribbon antenna" article. They have a hamfest 
coming up June 20th so everyone support this 
event and Club. Oh! By the way, I really enjoy 
the Culinary Café and I tried the Lemonade-
Mint iced tea...delicious! Club members will 
also be active in the Field Day celebration. 
 
Did you see where our Gov. Ted Strickland 
has signed a proclamation declaring Saturday, 
June 27th (Field Day) as Amateur Radio Op-
erator's Appreciation Day in Ohio?. Ask your 
Field Day organizer for a copy of the proclama-
tion. 
 
Remember to support your local Amateur Ra-
dio Club. Join an ARES group. 
Volunteer , volunteer, volunteer. 
 
Well believe this or not. That's it for this time 
around. BUT I do have to remind all Club Sec-
retaries, FILE THE ANNUAL REPORT FORM 
before your club ends up on the inactive list. 
Do it now! 
 
AND, remember sometime, somewhere, when 
you least expect it, I will be seeing YOU! Until 
then, BEST 73, 
 
Joanne Solak, KJ3O, ACC Ohio Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
John W. Sovik, KB8WPZ 

1925 Countryside Dr. 
Youngstown, OH 44515 

kb8wpz@arrl.net 
  

District Emergency Coordinator 
Steven Katz, N8WL 
221 E. Elm Street 

Granville, OH 43023 
740-587-1122 (home) 

The ARES logo is a registered service mark of the 
American Radio Relay League, and is used with 
permission of the ARRL. “Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Service”® and “ARES”® are registered 
trademarks of the American Radio Relay League. 

 

Central Ohio Amateur Radio  
Emergency Services, Inc. 
is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit  

organization . 

ARRL Membership 
If you aren’t an ARRL member or haven’t been a 
member during the past two years, join the ARRL  
and a portion of your membership will benefit 
COARES. To join, send your $39 (check payable to 
Central Ohio ARES) and forms to K8QX. Our club 
will get $15 if we recruit a new ARRL member or 
bring back one who has let his/her membership 
lapse more than two years. Your membership in-
cludes a subscription to QST Magazine. 

Nets & Meetings 
The COARES net meets Wednesday evenings at 
8:00pm local time on the 147.06+ repeater, except 
for the third Wednesday of each month which is 
reserved for our General Meeting, held at the office 
of Franklin County Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security. 

Calling Tree Leaders 
July -  December 

 
Group 1     Wayne Walls, KA8CEJ           431-9352 
Group 2     Jim Sage, WB8TWM              864-5011 
Group 3     Skip Howell, KC8HIN             471-2684 
Group 4     Jerry Finnegan, KC5WLA      507-2788 

Alternates 
Mark Griggs, KB8YMN                         272-8266 
Josh Gould, KC8EQA                           326-9839 
Chris Stevens, KC8PFD                       327-6514 
Doug Bell, N8HSU                         937-323-2192 
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Net Day Time (local) Frequency 

Amateur Radio Club at Ohio State University Sunday 8:00 pm 442.6(+) (114.8PL) 

Central Ohio ARES Wednesday 8:00 pm 147.060 (+) (94.8 PL) 

Central Ohio Traffic Net Daily 7:15 pm 147.240 (+) 

Central Ohio Severe Weather Net Tuesday (Mar ~ Oct) 7:30 pm 146.760 (-) (123.0 PL) 

Delaware County Net Monday 8:00 pm 145.170 (-) 

Hocking Valley ARC Net Wednesday 9:00 pm 147.345 (+) 

Lancaster / Fairfield County ARC Net Monday 9:00 pm 147.030 (+) 

Madison County “Get Together” Net Tuesday 8:00 pm 147.285 (+) 

Newark ARA Net Tuesday 9:00 pm 146.880 (-) 

Southwest Columbus Ham Radio Club Net   
(Echolink connected)        

 

Friday 8:00 pm 145.23 (-) 

CRES ARC Sunday Night Net Sunday 9—10 pm 146.67(-) (131.8 PL) 

Next Meeting  
7:30 pm, Wednesday,  

July 15, 2008 
Franklin County Emergency  

Management and Homeland Security 
 

5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd 
Columbus, OH 43230 

Our Mission : To provide emergency communications to central Ohio  public 
safety, emergency, health, government and relief ag encies in times of  

disaster. To keep our skills sharp, we provide comm unication support for 
many public service events. 

(Continued from page 1) 
of Ohio and features amusement rides & live music plus food and entertainment booths staffed by 
various community groups. John Camm (W8JTC) is volunteering as the treasurer of the event and as 
communications coordinator for ham radio volunteers.  
 
This year the festival is recognizing the efforts of amateur radio operators who help with parking at 
the festival. Assignments are near various gates and provide communications to organizers of traffic 
and parking problems, lane blockages or assistance needed at the gates. Simplex 146.52 frequency 
allows coverage throughout the facility. The festival is providing a donation to each radio club desig-
nated by the respective volunteer based on the number of shifts worked. This is similar to what other 
events, like the Muirfield Memorial Golf Tournament and Children’s Hospital, do to recognize the ef-
forts of the volunteers supporting the event. 
 
Members interested in participating in one or more shifts during the festival (Wednesday through Sat-
urday before Labor Day) can contact John at a COARES meeting or by email at W8JTC@Yahoo.
com. 

A Reminder 
Always check the COARES primary repeater 

(147.060 MHz) whenever a situation arises that 
might result in an emergency activation of 

COARES.  This includes, but is not limited to, 
tornado, flood, blizzard, hazardous materials 
spill, terrorist attack, fire, search and rescue 

(missing person),  aircraft/mass casualty, set-
ting up emergency shelters, or declared state 

of emergency.  
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Joe Phillips, K8QOE  
Ohio Section Manager 

Silent Key 

QST de W1AW 
Special Bulletin 8 ARLX008 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT June 23, 2009 
 
To all radio amateurs 
  
ARRL Ohio Section Manager Joe Phillips, 
K8QOE (Silent Key)  
 
Joe Phillips, K8QOE, who served as ARRL 
Ohio Section Manager since 1998, passed 
away suddenly at his home on Saturday, 
June 20. He was 68. 
 
Licensed in 1959 as KN9SYL, Phillips first 
joined the ARRL Field Organization as an 
Official Emergency Station (OES) in 1986. 
He became a Public Information Officer in 
1989 and has served as an Official Ob-
server (OO) since 1997. He was elected 
Ohio Section Manager in 1998.  
 
A graduate of Youngstown University, Phillips had a career as a journalist and a teacher. He ed-
ited six separate ham radio newsletters in Cincinnati before becoming Newsletter Editor for the 
Ohio Area Repeater Council in 1984, a position he held for five years. In 1986, Phillips organized 
the first Ohio Repeater Directory and in 1992, organized the Ohio Section Ham Radio Newsletter 
Contest. He authored a weekly ham radio newspaper column in the Sunday edition of the Cin-
cinnati Enquirer called "Ham Call" and hosted a similarly named program for cable television in 
the Cincinnati area.  
 
In 1994, Phillips was elected to the Greater Cincinnati Amateur Radio Hall of Fame, and in 1995, 
he was the recipient of the ARRL's McGan Silver Antenna Award. This award is given annually 
to a League member who demonstrates outstanding public relations success on behalf Amateur 
Radio at the local, state or national level. Phillips was excited about having his photo on the 
cover of the May 2009 issue of QST featuring the annual Dayton Hamvention.  
 
"Throughout a 40-year friendship, Joe and I worked closely together on many occasions," said 
ARRL Great Lakes Division Director Jim Weaver, K8JE. "From his early days of supporting the 
county ARES/RACES unit and the Ohio Repeater Council, Joe has always provided energetic 
and effective leadership with a friendly, personal touch. The magnetism of his style of leadership 
drew the best from others who soon became solid friends, not mere associates."  
 
ARRL Membership and Volunteer Programs Manager Dave Patton, NN1N, remembered Phillips 
fondly: "If you have been to Dayton you have met and laughed with Joe. He was the master of 
the Wouff Hong ceremony. His red jacket is the stuff of legend in Ohio. Joe was more than a 
Section Manager -- he really gave all of himself to ARRL for 20-plus years. With him dies the last 
paper newsletter sent to section membership. When I answered his phone calls, he announced 
his call with 'Here's your Ohio Nightmare.' He loved baseball, maybe more than I did. He was a 
good man, and he is really going to be missed." 
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2009 Tour De Feed Bicycle 
Tour 

Jeff, N8HFP 

Saturday morning, June 27th, 2009 dawned with overcast skies, and the threat of thunderstorms 
still looming on the horizon.  In spite of that, 14 dedicated COARES members gathered to provide 
communications support for the annual Tour de Feed Bicycle Tour.  The event is sponsored by 
Nationwide Insurance Company, and benefits their Operation Feed campaign, as well as the Mid-
Ohio Food Bank.   
 
This year’s registrants only numbered a total of 50 riders, split between the two overlapping 
courses, of 30 miles and 52 miles.  The two courses were spread across Northwestern Franklin 
County, Northern Madison County, and a short segment of Northern Champaign County.   
 
For the second year in a row, the event began and finished in Hilliard Municipal Park. The park is 
located along Scioto-Darby Road, west of Hilliard.  This new location also provides a nice transi-
tion to the Heritage Trail bike path, which travels northwest out of Hilliard. 
 
This event also utilizes a variation on radio coverage by the volunteers.  Instead of having radio 
operators stationed at various locations along the course, they are each assigned a specific “patrol 
sector”.  The courses are divided into 10 different sectors, averaging around 6 miles apiece.  The 
operators periodically cruise through the sectors, looking for problem spots, and riders needing as-
sistance.  This also provides a simple means of determining how many riders are still on the 
course, and where the “tail end” of the pack is located. 
 
We were also granted permission to use the Madison County 147.285 repeater, which during pre-
vious years has always provided excellent coverage throughout the course.  This system has a 
remote receive site in the Plain City area, and normally provides a solid link to the primary system, 
allowing adequate handheld coverage, as well as mobile coverage.  Not this year, however.  Just 
like the beginning of the week, at the OSU Commencement, Murphy once again reared his ugly 
head for this event, as well.  Throughout the event, we encountered problems accessing the sys-
tem, along with noise on the signals, and gaps in coverage.  We utilized various stations numerous 
times to provide relays for Net Control, in order to exchange information.   Once again, we were 
able to “adapt on the fly”, and overcome the problems.   For the record, I did receive confirmation 
the following week from one of the repeater trustees, that their receive site did take a lightning hit 
during the storms preceding the event, either on Thursday or Friday.  That did make me feel a bit 
better that it did not involve actual radio problems with our own equipment! 
 
The repeater issues were not the only problems we encountered during the event.  I also had 
problems with the antenna setup, as well as the power supply for my mobile radio at Net Control.  

(Continued on page 6) 

FEMA’s Ready Campaign and Citizen Corps Encourage participation  
in the National Preparedness Month Coalition  

 
WASHINGTON – The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) today announced that 
more than 1,200 national, regional, tribal, state and local businesses and organizations have 
pledged their support and joined the 2009 National Preparedness Month (NPM) Coalition. Non-
member organizations are strongly encouraged to join before the start of NPM. Led by FEMA’s 
Ready Campaign and Citizen Corps, NPM is held each September and is designed to raise 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
Even though I thought I had packed all the necessary com-
ponents for the antenna setup, such as mast pipes, base 
plate, cable, electrical tape, etc., I quickly realized there 
was once critical element missing!  I actually left my dual-
band Ringo base antenna behind when I packed my car 
for the day.  This prompted an alternative solution to the 
base antenna configuration.  At this point, I fell back to my 
old mantra:  IMPROVISE, ADAPT, AND OVERCOME!   I 
decided to use one of my dual-band mag-mount antennas, 
and secure it to the top of the mast pipe.  This also neces-
sitated the use of a “spacer” between the antenna and the 
mast pipe.  I was then presented with a water bottle, which 
was placed between the two components, and then se-
cured with electrical tape.  Thus was born the new concept 
of the “Aqua-Tenna”!   

 
As I indicated before, I also had a power issue to over-
come. I had two different sources for power, utilizing gel-
cell batteries, but neither one apparently had enough out-
put voltage to operate the radio.  Fortunately, I did have 
the foresight to ask my Net Control operator, Hugh - 
K8UB, to bring his portable generator.  Once we cranked it 
up, we were good to go with sufficient power to operate 
the mobile radio, and the generator lasted for just over 4 
hours. 
 
Normally, at this point I would say “3 strikes and you are 
out!”, and might have thrown in the towel, but NO, Murphy 
had one more surprise in store for us.  Instead of having “3 
strikes”, we ended up with a “Grand Slam”. 
 
Less than 3 hours into the event, Net Control received a 
call from N8SCU, that a rider near his location at Finley-

Guy Road and Rosedale-Milford Center Road, had been 
attacked and bitten by a pit bull.  Apparently, the dog was 
not on a leash, or restrained in any other way, and was 
running freely around the owner’s property near N8SCU’s 
location.  N8SCU requested that we contact the Madison 
County Sheriff’s Office, to report the incident, and have an 
officer dispatched to the scene.  During this time, the rider 
decided to continue to the next rest stop, instead of staying 
at the location.  After several phone calls, and much confu-
sion on the part of the Franklin County 911 operator, I was 
finally connected with the Madison County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and made the request.  Once the officer arrived 
on the scene, he requested that we have the rider stay at 
the next rest stop, in order that he could connect with him 
to obtain photos of the injury.  This was the second time 
this type of incident had occurred, with the same dog. By 
the time we communicated that information, the rider had 
already departed the last rest stop, enroute to the finish line at Hilliard Municipal Park.  The officer 
then requested that we try to obtain photos at the finish line, and have the rider contact the Madi-
son County Dog Warden, and forward the pictures to their office, so they could file charges against 
the dog’s owner.  Between Hugh, K8UB, and one of the Nationwide Insurance Company event or-
ganizers, we were able to obtain several photos of the rider, and the injury, and sent him the pho-

Let’s see, what can I do to 
make an antenna out of these 
parts? 

Rube Goldberg antenna setup 
created by Jeff.  Yes, it did work! 

Jeff assisting at NCS during 
the dog bite incident . 
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K8UB photos (Continued from page 6) 
tos. 
 
Despite having Murphy “wandering around”, and also treating the 
setup like a Field Day operation, we were able to accomplish our 
task of providing for the safety of the riders. In retrospect, I sup-
pose things 
could have 
been much 
worse. 
 
A special 
thanks goes 
out to Doug, 

N8HSU, who was listening to the Madison 
County repeater, and decided to come over 
to provide us with additional help for the 
event.   
 
In addition to thanking the Madison County 
Amateur Radio Club for the use of their 
147.285 repeater, I would also like to thank 
the following COARES volunteers for their 
support again this year: 
N8HSU – Doug,  KD8IIB – Kevin,  KD8JNW – Greg,  AA8JY – Larry,  KD8KCG – Brian, 
KD8KWG – Gayle,  WD8NVN – Bob,  KC8PFD – Chris,  N8SCU – Kris,  KC8TJX – Jim, K8UB – 
Hugh,  KC5WLA – Jerry,  and  KB8YQS – Josh. 

Hugh, K8UB, operating as 
NCS. 

Pelotonia Bike Tour 
August 29 & 30 

Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC, EC 

Pelotonia, a bike tour from Columbus to Athens and back, will take place on Saturday and Sunday, 
August 29th and 30th.  There will be four possible tour finish points for a 25 / 50 / 100 / and 180 mile 
ride, depending on how much money the rider has raised.  The route will head south out of Colum-
bus to the 25-mile finish in Groveport. From there, it will work to Amanda, Ohio for the 50-mile finish 
and the lunch stop. Heading south-east from Amanda, it will ride past Clear Creek Metro Park and 
make its way to Logan, Ohio. From Logan they will ride to Nelsonville, Ohio and finish the last 13 
miles on the Hocking Adena Bikeway that leads to Athens, Ohio and Ohio University, for the 100 mile 
finish.  The 180 mile ride will be ending on Sunday with a return ride to Slate Run Park, back in 
Franklin County. 
 
We (COARES) have been asked to help coordinate communications for the event.  There will be 6 
rest/food stops along the route as well as 8 SAG/medical vehicles that we have been asked to man.  
We will also have route positions as we do on TOSRV. 

Pelotonia is a grass roots bike tour with one goal: to end cancer. Pelotonia raises money for innova-
tive and life saving cancer research at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center- 
James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute. Driven by the passion of its cyclists and vol-
unteers, and their family and friends, Pelotonia's annual cycling experience will be a place of hope, 
energy and determination. Leveraging Netjets' transformational gift, Pelotonia directs 100% of every 
dollar raised to research. It is a community of people coming together to chase down cancer and de-
feat it. 

Their web site is www.pelotonia.org for more information. 
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On the morning of Sunday, June 14, 2009, 12 dedicated COARES volunteers gathered to pro-
vide communications support for the annual OSU Spring Commencement ceremonies at the 
OSU Stadium.   It was a time of great celebration for the largest OSU Spring Graduating Class, 
whose members collectively were bestowed with more than 8,400 degrees! 
 
The COARES volunteers once again provided radio communications support for the Red Cross 
First Aid Service Corps (FASC) operations.  We had a total of 5 first aid stations staffed by FASC 
& COARES members, on “A” and “C” Decks, and 1 “B” Deck station.  Most stations were also 
staffed by Columbus Fire Department Medic teams. 
 
We were blessed with sunny to partly cloudy skies and comfortable temperatures in the low 80’s.  
This was a far cry from last year’s weather, with 90 degree + temperatures and high humidity!  As 
a result, the weather did not create as many problems for us as it did last year. 
 
Although we did not have a great deal of activity with medical responses, we were not without 
excitement of another sort.  Apparently, this was the very day that Murphy decided to rear his 
ugly head! 
 
Throughout the initial setup prior to the event, I encountered numerous problems with radio 
equipment at Net Control.  The problems ranged from apparent interference on the signals, to the 
inability of not one, but two different mobile radios to transmit.  At first, I thought the incorrect tone 
was being transmitted, but even after resetting it, the problem still remained.  Even a swap out to 
a different microphone did not immediately solve the problem either!   
 
After much additional consternation on my part, I eventually went back to my vehicle to retrieve 
another mag-mount with antenna, as well as a third microphone.  Once I reconnected the new 
antenna / mag-mount combination to the original radio, along with the original microphone, the 
problem was solved, and I had a clear signal!  After reviewing everything that happened during 
this process, I came to the conclusion that the mag-mount on the original antenna was the appar-
ent culprit, as the antenna was one I regularly use on my vehicle.  The mag-mount was a brand 
new unit, which had not been used prior to the event, and possibly had a bad connection in the 
cable. 
 
It seemed like the radio problems were solved, but NO, Murphy decided he wanted to have some 
more fun with us before we finished for the day.  We also encountered similar problems with sev-
eral of our handheld radios, much like the mobile radios.  We had problems activating the re-
peater, even with the correct tone programmed into the radios.  Eventually, things did settle 
down, but not without raising many questions in our minds about our radio equipment, and 
whether or not there were some legitimate issues.  All in all, it seemed like we had our own ver-
sion of Field Day going on during the event!  For those of us who did encounter radio problems 
that day, we realized that is was better we find them out now, than during a more critical situation, 
such as the opening home game of the OSU Football season! 
 
I would like to thank the following COARES members for their support of this event: 
 
KD8BOU -  Fos,   KA8CEJ – Wayne,  N8HSU – Doug,   KD8IIB – Kevin, AA8JY – Larry,  
KD8KCG – Brian, KD8LDB – Wayne, KD8KLC – Angel, KB8TRI – Bruce, W8RWR – Bob,  
and KC8ZKS – Ken. 

2009 OSU Spring Commencement 
Jeff, N8HFP 



Central Ohio Amateur Radio Emergency Service Page 9 

COARES is looking for a few new amateur radio operators to add to our current pool of OSU 
Football volunteers.  If you love the Buckeyes, and would like to participate as a Game Day vol-
unteer, I would love to have you! 
 
You will need to have the desire to dedicate at least 8 hours of your time to any home game 
you decide to work.  Once you are at the stadium, you will not be able to depart unless you 
have provided your own transportation.  I can provide more details about the transportation ar-
rangements, if you have questions.  You can reach me at (614) 837-6171. 
 
You will also need to have a COARES Photo ID Badge, and if possible, a vest or jacket having 
either “Radio Communications”, “Amateur Radio Communications”, or “Emergency Communi-
cations” printed on it.  These are available from the ARRL, or through other sources, such as B 
& B Embroidery (www.hamthreads.com).   If you do not have your own, we can provide one for 
use while working the game. 
 
COARES provides communications support for the Red Cross First Aid Service Corps, which 
provides the primary first aid coverage for the games.  From time to time, we also will provide 
backup communications for the Columbus Fire Department Medics assigned to the games. 
 
We will have a total of 7 home football games to cover this year, and they are listed below: 
 
September   5, 2009  NAVY     Time:   12:00 NOON 
September 12, 2009  USC    Time:     8:00 PM 
September 26, 2009  Illinois    Time:  TBA 
 
October 10, 2009  Wisconsin   Time:  TBA 
October 24, 2009  Minnesota   Time: 12:00 NOON 
October 31, 2009  New Mexico State  Time:  TBA 
 
November 14, 2009  Iowa    Time:  TBA 
 
If you are interested in assisting with any of the games this year, please send your information 
(Name, Callsign, e-mail address, home & office phone numbers, and cellphone number) to me 
at the following address:   n8hfp@msn.com 

 

ADDITIONAL OSU FOOTBALL VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!!!! 

2009 OSU FOOTBALL SEASON 
JEFF GOULD, N8HFP 

COLUMBUS HAMFEST  
It’s time again for the annual Columbus Hamfest sponsored by the Voice of Aladdin Shrine 
Club. Saturday, August 1 st from 8:00 till 1:00 at the Aladdin Shrine Center, located at 
3850 Stelzer Road (next to EASTON) is the time and location. Cost is $5.00. All flea mar-
ket spaces and indoor table spaces are free on a first come first serve basis. Tickets are 
available at Hall Electronics, Universal Radio and will be available at the gate the day of 
the Hamfest.  
Amateur license testing will be offered starting at 9:00. ARRL Vice Director, Gary Johns-
ton (KI4LA) will hold a forum at 11:00 in the Center. Various amateur radio groups, includ-
ing COARES, will have booths at the event with information about their programs. Also, 
scheduled to be available for viewing, will be the Sheriff’s Communications Unit, the City 
of Columbus Communications Unit and the City of Columbus Command Unit. 
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BRING YOUR "GO KIT" TO THIS MONTH'S MEETING  
Brent Sheffer, KC8UMV -  PIO and Assistant EC  

We recently worked with the Central Ohio Trauma System (COTS) to help them acquire, assemble 
and install amateur radios at certain hospitals in Central Ohio. The kits consisted of custom cases 
built by Cabbage Cases, from here in Columbus, that were built around ICOM ID-800H Dual Band 
Mobile Radios, a power supply, monitor and headphones.  
 
The question was posed as to how ARES members assemble their equipment to respond to a dis-
aster or an emergency. Do we store our radios in the cardboard boxes that came with the pur-
chase or do we have our own "kits"? Do we keep our accessories together or do we sweep our 
arm across the bench in our "shack" to dump everything into a storage bin when we hit the road? 
Can we find things when we are looking for them?  
 
The answer comes with a challenge to our members. Let's bring our "go kits" or "go bags" to the 
July meeting! If you bring your kit to the meeting you may be able to provide a positive example for 
a new member and may see some ideas that you can incorporate for your own supplies. Don't 
hesitate to be creative. We have lots of tables so everyone should find room for their examples. 
Try to think of bringing one or more of the following types of kits:  
 
1. Mobile Radio Go Bag  
2. Handheld Radio Go Bag  
3. Antenna Equipment Go Bag  
4. Personal Items & Food/Water Go Bag  
 
The ARRL has prepared kits that can be requested to be shipped to ARES groups participating in 
disaster areas that are assembled into Pelican shipping cases. QST Magazine has provided exam-
ples by individuals of radio & power supplies being built into milk crates. Some people have found 
it easy to store their radio equipment in a tool box where it can be kept clean between assign-
ments. Whatever you use, bring it out and share your examples.  
 
If you have not yet prepared a kit you can bring your handheld and a notepad for some ideas that 
you can use.  
 
Everyone can participate and there are no best ideas or worse ideas. Each person may have a 
better idea that works for them. Summer is a time that gives us the opportunity to review what we 
have before football and the marathon come onto our calendars. With a little creativity we should 
see examples of what can be assembled from the hardware store, the fishing supplies store or 
even a craft store. A backpack can be a convenient way to keep your gear together and allow you 
to transport your "stuff" while keeping your hands free to work your radio! Some of the new radios 
are incorporating not only their radio antenna into their hand microphone but also their GPS an-
tenna as well.  
 
Be a part of the JULY meeting and join us to share some creative ideas.  

(Continued from page 5) 
awareness and promote action surrounding emergency preparedness among citizens, busi-
nesses and communities.  
 
NPM 2009 is focused on helping Americans understand what it truly means to be Ready, which 
includes specific items to include in kits, making a plan, being informed and getting involved.  
For more information on the Ready Campaign and NPM, please visit www.ready.gov or www.
listo.gov.   Information is also available by phone at 1-800-BE-READY or 1-888-SE-LISTO.  
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Analog Radio or Digital Radio 
By Dan Baughman N8XYJ/NAB resources 

Really what is the difference? I can’t hear any dif ference, I have even heard of HD 
radio, in TV it just looks better, so why in radio?  
 
Confusing isn’t it, analog, digital, iBiquity Digit al (Iboc)…  

One-way standards are those used mostly for commerical broadcasting, as opposed to those used 
for two-way communication. While digital broadcasting offers many potential benefits, its introduc-
tion has been hindered by a lack of global agreement on standards. The Eureka 147 standard 
(DAB) for digital radio is the most commonly used and is coordinated by the World DMB Forum, 
which represents more than 30 countries. This standard of digital radio technology was defined in 
the late 1980s, and is now being introduced in many countries. Commercial DAB receivers began to 
be sold in 1999 and, by 2006, 500 million people were in the coverage area of DAB broadcasts, al-
though by this time sales had only taken off in the UK and Denmark. In 2006 there are approxi-
mately 1,000 DAB stations in operation. There have been criticisms of the Eureka 147 standard and 
so a new 'DAB+' standard has been proposed. 

The United States has opted for a proprietary system called HD Radio(tm) technology, a type of in-
band on-channel (IBOC) technology. Transmissions use orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing, 
a technique which is also used for European terrestrial digital TV broadcast (DVB-T). HD Radio 
technology was developed and is licensed by iBiquity Digital Corporation. 

The FM digital schemes in the U.S. provide audio at rates from 96 to 128 kilobits per second (kbit/
s), with auxiliary "subcarrier" transmissions at up to 64 kbit/s. The AM digital schemes have data 
rates of about 48 kbit/s, with auxiliary services provided at a much lower data rate. Both the FM and 
AM schemes use lossy compression techniques to make the best use of the limited bandwidth. 

The National Radio Systems Committee (NRSC) and the three IBOC companies began tests in De-
cember 1999. Results of these tests remain unclear, which in general describes the status of the 
terrestrial digital radio broadcasting effort in North America. Some terrestrial analog broadcast sta-
tions are apprehensive about the impact of digital satellite radio on their business, while others plan 
to convert to digital broadcasting as soon as it is economically and technically feasible 

While traditional terrestrial radio broadcasters are trying to "go digital", most major US automobile 
manufacturers are promoting digital satellite radio. HD Radio technology has also made inroads in 
the automotive sector with factory-installed options announced by BMW, Ford, Hyundai, Jaguar, 
Lincoln, Mercedes, MINI, Mercury, Scion, and Volvo. Beyond the U.S., commercial implementation 
of HD Radio technology is gaining momentum around the world. Commercial broadcasters are  in-
flicting more and more pressures on the NAB, FCC and other national broadcast organizations to 
promote a national awareness and stop the confusion with HD TV. At this date no real tangible ac-
tion is being taken.  

News Flash!!  
New Section Manager Appointed in Ohio (Jul 8, 2009)  -- Frank Piper, KI8GW , of Pickering-
ton, has been appointed Section Manager of the ARRL  Ohio Section. He will serve the bal-
ance of the term of Joe Phillips, K8QOE; Phillips p assed away on June 20. According to 
the Rules and Regulations of the Field Organization , when a vacancy in the office of Sec-
tion Manager occurs between elections, the position  is filled by appointment. Membership 
and Volunteer Programs Manager Dave Patton, NN1N, i n consultation with Great Lakes Di-
vision Director Jim Weaver, K8JE, made the appointm ent effective Tuesday, July 7. Piper 
has moved up the ranks in ARES® leadership position s by first serving as Emergency Co-
ordinator from 2002-2003 and then as District Emerg ency Coordinator from 2003-2006. He 
was promoted to Section Emergency Coordinator, serv ing in that position until 2008. Piper 
has also served as an Official Emergency Station in  the ARRL Field Organization since 
1997. His term of appointment continues through Sep tember 30, 2010. 
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COARES ACTIVITIES 
July     

07-01-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gretchen Herr, KD8GUL 

07-08-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gayle Adams, KD8KWG 

07-15-09 In-person COARES meeting  7:30 pm Franklin Co. EM & Homeland Security Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

07-19-09 TOSRV Volunteers Party 4:00 PM Charlie Pace’s house, 629 Dennison Ave.  

07-22-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Brent Sheffer, KC8UMV 

07-24-09 World Famous Pig Run TBA Brewery District Josh Stevens, KB8YQS 

07-29-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Mark Griggs, KB8YMN 

August     

08-01-09 Columbus Hamfest 8 am to 1 pm Aladdin Shrine Center Jim Leonard, WD8MRT 

08-12-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Kevin O’Harra, KD8IIB 

08-15-09 Walk for Wishes 9:00 am Gahanna Creekside Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

08-19-09 In-person COARES meeting  7:30 pm Franklin Co. EM & Homeland Security Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

08-26-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

08-30-09 Spirit of Columbus Half Marathon 7:30 am Start Dublin, finish downtown Columbus Josh Stevens, KB8YQS 

08-05-09 Wednesday Night Net 8:00 pm 147.060(+) (94.8 Hz PL) Gretchen Herr, KD8GUL 

08-29-09  Pelotonia Bike Tour 7:00 am (6 am net) Columbus to Athens Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 

08-30-09 Pelotonia Bike Tour 7:00 am (6 am net) Athens to Columbus Kal Dworkin, KA8RLC 


